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TEE Author having laid aſide ſome of his pulpit exerciſes by | 
medical advice, and having a deſire to ſupply that defect, gave | i 
the #7 occaſion to this publication. In the beginning of correſ- | 
pondence with his friend, the plan was laid on a much larger 
ſcale ; but on further conſideration, a compendium was judged 
moſt likely to be acceptable. When the preſent letters were 
begun, there was no intention, to mention any author's per- 
formance, as the writer had then no knowledge of any book or 
pamphlet, on either part of the ſubject, but what had received 
ſome reply. However, while they were in hand, he had an 

opportunity of reading Mr. Clarke, Dr. Toulmin, and Mr. 

Taylor; and thought it right to take ſome notice of them. See 
Letter VI. and VII. 

Though ſeveral! characters are profeſſedly introduced, yet 

the author would wiſh it to be obſerved, that the whole of 
what is written is recommended to the ſerious attention of each 

character, in order to form a judgment of the ſubje& conſidered. 

Divine Truth, like an elegant and finiſhed building, may be 

contemplated in its parts diſtinctly; yet, though they may be 

diſtinguiſhed in contemplation, in fact they ſhould not be i 

ſeparated; becauſe, however they may flrike us when ſingly * 

viewed, it is only as related to the whole, and as united, that 
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we arrive at a ſuitable conception of the beauty of the building, 
and of the builder's deſign. If, indeed, the object of purſuit 
be only our own gratification, and not a defire of knowing the 
end of the great Architect, our time is miſpent, and our labor 
without honor. 

If we would entertain juſt and ſuitable thoughts of God, 


both in himſelf, and in his relation to us, we ſhould always 


recollect that there muſt be a frait path of truth, from the fir 


| diſcovery of himſelf to man, unto the conſummation of his 


wonderful defign. This thought muſt be granted, one would 
ſuppoſe, by every man; becauſe the Moſt High cannot but will to 
diſplay his glory in all his proceedings: and conſequently, all 
he ſays, and does, muſt be in righteouſneſs and truth. And 


Where, but in the written word, can we expect to find this 


path of truth deſcribed? There it is W and no where elſe 
but there. 

But this path is interſected with ſo many devious tracts, 
through the devices of men, that a perſon cannot walk far 


without ſeeing ſome going aſtray. And who, that loves his 


neighbour, can forbear giving him a caution of his danger, or 


attempting to ſet him right ? Though the friendly action is 


often miſunderftood and miſrepreſented. Now, it ariſes from 
a ſpirit of ſingularity ! then of bigotry! By one, it is mere 


- oppoſition ! by another, it is turning the world upfide down 


and a third, has no ſcruple to call it fitting in judgment on 


men's eternal ſtate, But the diverſity of opinion gives a pre- 
ſumption that the whole is groundleſs ; and therefore affords 


no reaſon why the Truth ſhould nat be purſued with a ſtrong 
and fteady ftep, knowing that the end of truth is peace. 

One ean ſcarcely beſtow a thought on ſuch a ſubject, becauſe 
he has no inclination to puzzle his head with a heap of © unin- 
« telligible notions.” Another has hardly patience to peruſe it, 
becauſe it is not a defence of his favorite hypotheſis. And a 
third wants ſomething that is more practical: he has no time 


to read controverſy. If gracious experience and practice ate | 


CO urn nn ·o’ ww 


E 


to be regulated by the word and ſpirit of truth, then our 
knowledge of Divine Truth muſt be important, and it cannot 
be too freely or too fully opened to us. And therefore the only 
queſtion is this it divine truth 9 If not, let it fall for ever. 
If it be, it demands and deſerves attention, The man, therefore, 


who condeſcends to read, is earneſtly requeſted to examine the 


ſubject cloſely and impartially by the unerring word; (Iſaiah 
viii, 20.) not that ſelf may be gratified, but that God may be 
glorified. The writer makes no pretence to infallibility ; but 
he has a cordial deſire that -the truth ſhould prevail. If a 


departure from it ſhould be perceived by the reader, a friendly 


attempt to correct the error will be acknowledged ; and, if he 
find any ſpiritual profit in the peruſal, let him give God the 
zlory, and not forget to pray for his affectionate friend, 
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| The AUTHOR. 
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THOU GHS, G. 


LETTER I 


7 


Dean SIR, 


You are apprized of the depraved, diſlipated taſte of the 
human mind: paſſing ſhadows engroſs the attention ; while 
ſcarcely a thought is employed on eternal realities. Were we 
to dwell for ever here, and were we independent of the God 
of heaven, ſome apology might poſſibly be formed for ſuch 


conduct; but, as the reverſe of both is the fact, to give it a 


proper, name would perhaps be deemed invidious. To a cer- 
tain claſs of perſons, few things are ſo unacceptable as Truth 


eſpecially as religious truth. And yet there is ſuch a thing in 
the world; for all take it for granted that they are poſſeſſed - 


of it. Every man gives himſelf credit for being rigbt in 
religion, But, can Divine Truth be ſo very multifarious as 
human opinions? If ſo, there can be no criterion by which 
to diſtinguiſh truth from error; for human opinions are not 
only diverse but contradictory ; whereas divine truth is uni- 
form in its nature, and harmonious in all its parts. It muſt 
be neceſſarily conſiſtent with itſelf, in every view, becauſe it 
originates with the God of Truth, All truth indeed is derived 


from him; but, if we may diſtinguiſh, more eſpecially - 
religious truth: becauſe every thing that deſerves the name of 


religion mu/? correſpond with his nature and perſections, and 
de directed to his glory; or we only proſtitute the venerable 
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name religion by a miſapplication of it. We ſhall ultimately 
profit nothing by miſnaming things; nay, we deceive ourſclyes; 
and a final deception is awful and irremediable. 1 
Were all men under the bias of truth in their religious 
opinions, who may ſincerely think they are, how could there 
be error? Tis true, candor ſeems to be much esteemed by 
ſome as their guide and patron; for, though they do not 
embrace their neighbour's creed, becauſe they think it wrong, 
yet hoping well of his /xcerizy, they refer him to a merciful 
God, and conclude on his happineſs at laſt, * So hey æurq it up, 
And I confeſs that zru4þ will bear with the weak in faith, 
and hope the beſt of their efforts to promote its cauſe; but 
it knows no ſalvo for error, and has no dependence on human 
integrity. Divine Truth is a Sovereign that admits of no com- 
petitor, much leſs a rival : for the God of truth hath faid, 
. glory will I not give to another, The ſovereignty of ruth 
3s ſach, that it poſſeſſes, in itſelk, a ſufficiency for wielding its 
own ſceptre, for ſupporting its own authority, for protecting 
and rewarding all its ſubjects. Here, then, human candor is a 
thing of nought. We are of the truth, or we are not. If we 
are, WE need no man's candor to further or ſecure our felicity, 
If we are not, it cannot profit us; for Gop is JUDGE HIMSELF, 
His judgment is according to truth: and, by his judgment, 
we ſtand or fall for ever. He is the oy judge of that wor- 
ſhip which correſponds with his nature and perfeCtions, 
None elſe has he given to man. None elſe will be accepted 
of him. None elſe has its ſeat and origin in divine truth. 
All befides will be treated as an impeachment of his wiſdom 
and knowledge; as. an infult on the purity of his nature, 
and the rights of his dominion, When the great eternal 
God ſhall ariſe to aſk, bo has required this at your band? 
what argument will be heard? what plea will prevail? 
Thou thoughte/t F was altogether such an one as the,; but 1 will 
reprove thee, and get them in order before thine eyes, Pſ. I. 21. 
From hence it appears that the Anowledge and reception of 
religious ttb, muſt be of the moſt intereſting ee to 


„„ 


us, when we ſtand before God. And it may be ſafely con 
cluded, that no man, whoſe mind is duly impreſſed with 
the certainty of appearing before his glorious throne, can treat 
this {rowwledge as a matter of indifference. Seeing bis eternal 
aL involved in the event of that day, his earneſt enquiry 
will be, What is Divine Truth?” Heaving with deep 
concern, and big with longing expectation, his anxious boſom 
looks for an anſwer of peace: and, following the diſcoveries 
the Lord has made of himſelf, an anſwer of peace ſhall 
he receive, IGI give them an heart to know me.” The 
importance of a deep and intimate knowledge of . divi ing truth“ 


will be confeſſed by Every gracious man; but whence can 


ſuch knowledge come, except the holy Spirit of Truth, by his 
own effectual teaching, impart the bleſſing? The word may 
be read and heard, but without his illuminating: power, 
it will never be ſpiritually underſtood, . On ſuch a ſubject, 
therefore, his gracious operations ſhould always be exalted 


to his honor; becauſe the knowledge of divine truth, imply 


Ws 


as a science, is not an earneſt of eternal glory. 


There are but 7wwo ways by which the Lord has made himſelf 
known to man; namely, the Law, and the Gospel. By the 
former we know and worſhip him oni as the author and object 

of NATURAL RELIGION; but by the 7atter, as the end and 


glory, of REVEALED RELIGION alſo. In zit he is the God of 


nature; in this, the God of all grace. "In each there is 


divine truth. Truth worthy of him; acceptable to him; and 
ſuited to us, both as creatures and as finners. I ſay, as 
creatures and as ſinners, becauſe neither the Law in itſelf, 
nor the Goſpel in itſelf, can give us the knowledge of God in 
both relations. We ſhould therefore never blend them toge- 
ther, or put one in the place of the other; becauſe they 
were never uſed to adminiſter the ſame inſtruction to man. 
Since the fall of man, we have no knowledge of God that 


can aſcertain our real happineſs, but in the ſalvation of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ſeeing his capacity for the exerciſe of 
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natural religion is irrecoverably gone for ever. For this reaſon 


it is ſafe to aſſert, that, if a man does not know and wwoyſbis 
God according to the doctrine and defi gn of revealed religim, 


he is an utter ſtranger to all that deſerves the name of religiuu 


knowledge and worſhip ; whatever ideas he may entertain 
of himſelf, or however he may ftand in the eſteem of others, 
Had natural religion been perpetuated, that of revealed, had 
never been known ; ſeeing no end could have. been an- 
ſwered by its diſcovery : for, they are ſo evidently diſtin, 
that, to call them both one, is, virtually, to deny the exiſtence 
of both. In order to ſhew you the truth of this aſſertion, it 
may ſuffice for the preſent to ſay, that one flows nece/ſaril; 


from the creation of man; but the other freely from the 
ſovereign pleaſure of God. Man, as formed by his Maker, 


COULD Nor be without law to God; that is, he uit be 
a ſubje& of natural religion in his original ſtate—this is 
indiſpenſible for him as a creature. But, his ſalvation as a 
inner, is altogether a matter of favor and of goodwill. 

In my ſubſequent Thoughts, I may ſometimes ſay, moral 
ato—lato of nature—natural religion—religion ef nature, ot 


covenant of works, But, however diverſified the expreſſion, 


my meaning will be one, unleſs ſome hint, or the connection 
of the place, ſhould indicate the contrary. So, on the other ſide, 


whether I uſe the term goſpel or grace—revealed religion or 
' covenant of grace, I wiſh to be underſtood as intending the 


ſame ſenſe. I ſhall not aim ſo much at being large as profit- 


able; and, if what may be ſaid ſhould prove the means of 


your ſeeing divine trut} more clearly in each part of the 


| ſubject to * then, however conciſe, I ſhall be large 


— | 
1 am, Sc, 
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„LETTER II. 


DAR SIR, 


By the religion of nature, I mean neither more nor leſs than 
what was given to the firſt man in his ftate of innocence, both 
for himſelf and for his poſterity; and to the exerciſe of which 
he was ſuited as he came from his Maker's hand. Hence I call 
it natural religion, The whole of human nature was in our 
great Progenitor ; and, being formed in the image of God, he 
poſſeſſed ability for the warſhip enjoined him, I conſider the 
parent and all his deſcendants, in my preſent view, as ane 
grand moral whole; and the truth of my thought is con- 
firmed by the united ſuffrage of ſcripture and of fact. A fact 
as perfectly unaccountable, if this be ut truth, as the conflant 
ſhining of the ſun without an adequate cauſe. I mean the 
univerſality of death as the effect of fin. To deny the truth of 


this thought, is to exclude the government of God from the 


world; and, of courſe, to leave one of the moſt important 
events in human exiſtence without a reaſon for its occurrence. 
But this paſſing. . 1 

In proſecuting this ſubject, we ſhall begin with the nature 
of the religion of our firſt Father. And here we ſhould re- 
member —Firſt, That natural religion is founded in the neceſſary 
and indiſſoluble relation ſubſiſting between Man and his Maker. 
It was adapted to his ſtate as a creature of God, and can be 
conſidered only in this light with propriety.—Secondly, That 
the objed of it is the great God, as the author of his being, his 
generous benefactor, his rightful /egi/fator, his equitable judge, 
and his ſupreme good. — Thirdly, That the rule of his religion 


js * us by an unerring Teacher; Thou ſhalt eve the 
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object, rule, and end, let us now. conſider | 


Of its happineſs we can form no conception. by experience. 


communion with God, there can be no enjoyment of him. 


can be no happineſs in God, therefore, any otherwiſe than as 


| beheld the glories of his Maker, to the joy and fatisfaRion of 


E 


* Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with alli thy ſoul, and 
* with all thy mind: and, Thou ſhalt he thy Neighbour as 
« thyſelf.” Fouribiy, That the end of all muſt be the ghry o 
God. Nor can any poſſible change occur to man, which can 
ſuperſede the obligations of this religion, unleſs he become 
himſelf an independant being, or the Creator relinquiſh his 


claim, or become unworthy of, the worſhip he enjoined. ! 4 


ſuppoſe the 2th of this remark to be obvions to you at fight, 
and therefore ſhall not enlarge. Having juſt named the na- 
ture or conſtitution of natural religion, as including its ground, 


Its extent. This may comprize its happineſs and its duties, 


Though it was of ſhort duration it was not ſmall. Though it 
was not permanent, yet it was perfect, Where there is no 


Where there is no knowledge of God, there can be no com- 
munion with him. And there can be no other or further 
knowledge of him, than he is pleaſed to communicate. There 


he is An⁰ỹ n. As the object of religious worſhip, it is neceſſary 
to conclude, that the great God made himſelf known to man 
in the different relations given in No. 2, and that; as ſuch, 
he had fellowſhip and communion with him. Here was no 

defect in the divine diſcovery, or man's happineſs. The 
Moſt High could not, for his own honor, form a creature, 
faid to be made in his image and likeneſs, that was incapable 
of knowing, enjoying and glorifying him: nor would he, for 
the ſame reaſon, withhold from man ſach diſcoveries of him- 
ſelf as were congruous to the ſtate and the relation in which he 
ſtood. (See No. 1.) "And it is reaſonable to believe, that man, 


all the powers of his ſoul. Beholding the manifeſtation of 
the divine perfections in himſelf, and the works of creation 
around him, he could not but love the God that made him; 
humbly bow in bis preſence, as the ſole object of his adoration; | 
and affectionately delight in him as the centre and fulneſs of 


64 


all his felicity. Nor would I forget to ſay, that he ſaw and 
approved the right of his Maker to govern him, and the juſtice 

of the penalty annexed to diſobedience. He ſaw the whole 

he rejoiced in all—he was happy in the God of his nature. ; 
The duties of natural religion were few and plain; namely, 

to receive, with cordial affection, all his Maker might reveal 

to him; and to ſubmit, with cheerful ſubjection, to all en- 

joined upon him. The whole ſpirit of that conſtitution ſeems 

to be expreſſed in theſe Words“ Obey my voice.” This I con- 

fider as prior, in order of nature, to any word or action com- 
manded or forbidden by which that obedience was to be exem- 

plified : the. rule is this“ Thou ſhalt Iove the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” This is the 
ſummary of the religion of nature, and to be expreſſed as the 

Lord directs. (a) And where this is, there will be not only 

a perfect conformity in holy obedience to the divine will, but 

all will be done to the g/ory of God. (See No. 3 & 4.) The , 
exaltation of the divine name, will be the end and ſcope of the 

man, in all his works and ways. The whole of human nature 5 
ſubſiſling by federal union, in our great anceſtor, this is the 
religion, and theſe the duties, of all the branches as well as 

the root. No more can be required of the one than of the 

other. However the Lord may have expreſſed his will of 
command to man, ie law of his nature remains the ſame. If 

it requires more or leſs of me than of Adam, it muſt be 
changed from its original inſtitution ; and, if it has paſſed a 
change, it muſt be either for the better or the worſe; the al 
ſuppoſal of either of which, is too glaring an impeachment of 
the divine character, for any man that fears God to entertain. 
Special faith in Chriſt, or faith in Chrift to ſalvation, can be 
no more a duty of natural religion to me, than to my innocent 
father, except the ſaid change exiſts; but ſuch a change can- 
not exiſt conſiſtent with the Glory of God; and, therefore, 1 
conclude, that ſpecial faith in Chriſt cannot be a duty of natural 
religion. According to my apprehenfion, the wwhole obliga- - 
tion of that conſtitution belongs to the man fimply and only 
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as à creature of God, without any foreign or ſecondary con- 
ſideration whatſoever, becauſe it is the religion of his nature; 
whereas ſpecial faith in Chriſt neceſſarily views the man, in a 
different flate, and God the object of his worſhip, in a different 
relation. The man a finner, and Jehovah the God of grace 
and ſalvation. To make this faith a duty of the religion of 
nature, is to confound two conſtitutions or covenants which 
infinite wiſdom has made diſtint—adiſtin&t in their objects and 
ends of exiſtence; and. therefore cannot be ſupported by 
. divine truth. Mr. Brine, in his Sermon on Holineſs, when 
ſpeaking of the principle of innocence, and the principle of 
grace, ſays, © The former was not a life upon God, conſidered 
e jn a Mediator, nor was it, in its nature, diſpoſed. and fitted 
© to ſuch a kind of life; but the latter is ſuch a life, agreeable 
e to the nature of that new covenant relation, in which the 
« ſaints stand to God.” p. 12, 13. Adam might have com- 
munion with the divine Perſons in Deity as the God of 
Nature; but a ſtate af innocence n him not as the God 
of Grace. 
And yet the /aw of nature does not leave the man to whom 
the Goſpel comes, at liberty to treat God's record of his Son 
with indifference, much leſs with diſbelief and oppoſition, 
No, my Friend; it requires a cordial reception of every reve- 
lation his Maker gives, becauſe it is given by him who is 
perfect excellence and truth, and given # him who ought, 
as @ creature of God, always to magnify his name for every 
diſplay of his wiſdom and pleaſure. Supreme love to God, 
Joyful ſubjection to his will, admiration and praiſe for every 
diſcovery of his counſel, we ſee expreſſed in holy Angels. It 
they are confirmed by Chriſt, they are not intereſted in him, as 
believers are. Their's is the religion of nature. Their addi- 
tional happineſs, by the ſalvation of Chriſt, ariſes entirely from 
the divine glory manifeſted in it. The religion of nature 1 
confider as radically the ſame, whether given to Angels or to 
Men; and, were men ſtill the ſubjects of it as Angels are, 
there is no doubt with me but the revelation of Chriſt wor 


- 
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te treated the ſame both. Supreme love to God, which 
the law of nature enjoins, could do no leſs. This treatment of 
the goſpel, this glorifying God for the diſcovery of his good 
- pleaſure in his Son, appears to me to be incumbent on every 
mah to whom the word of this ſalvation is fent ; becauſe hereby 
we expreſs both that love to God and delight in his glory, 
without which even the religion of nature would be an empty 
ſound, But beyond this, it cannot go, without loſing the name 
and the de/ign of natural religion; for ſpecial faith in Chriſt 
beholds the Moſt High revealing himſelf to us on a different 
ground, in a different relation, and to a different end. Dr. Good- 
win ſays, © The whole written word derived to us, and then 
delivered, hath ſuch peculiar characters of divine authority 
« engraven upon it, ſo as, even to natural light (if we had it 
pure as Adam had) would evidence itſelf to be of God; and 
« ſo bind all men to believe it. And therefore, men are both 
_ «juſtly commanded to believe it, and juſtly blamed for not 

* believing it.” * | 

The duration of natural religion, and the penalty annexed to 
a departure from it, muſt not be omitted. Its duration ſeems 
to have been ſhort indeed! Man as in honor, but he fel 
from his excellence. The light of the human underſtanding, 
the rectitude of his will, and the holineſs of his affections, 
were completely ſuited to the ſtate and relation in which he 
was placed, both towards God and his own poſterity. In a full 
and proper ſenſe of the expreſſion, he was made upright. And, 
while theſe moral powers continued in regular exerciſe, Bis 
wiſdom remained with him, and the God of his nature was the 
joy of his ſoul. He poſſeſſed this happineſs, and exerciſed 
theſe powers, as the repreſentative of all his ſeed, as well as 
for himſelf. In this federal view the promiſe of life, ſubjoined | 
to obedience performed, is always to be conſidered ; becauſe 
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i See his Works, Vol. II. On the Creatures, p. 32. 
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to the religion of nature; becauſe it comes from another cove- 
of Adam was fuſpended- on his own obedience the happy life 


. ſovereign grace, and ſecured in Chriſt Jeſus. The former 


of man been equal to the obligations upon him, his fall had not 


port of the threatened penalty 2 Read the hiſtory of deſolating 
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it muſt be taken, in its ature, object and end, according to the 
character man ſuſtained with his Maker when the promiſe was 
made. The happineſs implied in this promiſe could not be 
the ſame which believers enjoy in Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe the 
ſalvation of Chriſt, in all its parts and benefits, was unknown 
to the religion of nature. Hence it follows that, if man had 
continued in perfect obedience, yet the happineſs he poſſeſſed 
could not have been derived from a higher relation to God than 
that in which he was formed. He might have had the life of 


60 5 did Angels taſte above, 
Redeeming Grace and dying Love.“ 


This gives a reaſon why ſpecial faith in Chriſt cannot belong 
nant, and flows from God in another relation. The happineſs 
of a believer, of which ſpecial faith is a part, is the gift of 


Adam loſt—the /atter he had not known. One word on the 
Penalty annexed to diſobedience. Had not the moral powers 


been the effect of choice; and his puniſhment, whether more or 
leſs, had been unjuſt. Bur the Judge F all the carth will dd 
right. He is the juft Lord, and will not do iniquity. God is nat 
anrighteous in fabing vengeance. Do we want to know the im- 


Providence read the human Baſam read the miſery of Hell- 
read the Croſs of Chrijt—and, unleſs we chooſe to be ignorant, 
we ſhall ſurely underſtand. Had the Lawgiver inflicted more 
he had been unjaſt to. man; had he inflicted 4%, he had been 
unjuſt to himſelf: but, there is no unrig hteouſueſs with God. 

The firſt fin of man was Unbelief. © Yea, hath God ſaid” | 
Such was the temptation. And, though it was confeſſed that 


wh 
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God had forbidden the fruit of that tree, yet the temptation 
was embraced, and the authority of God deſpiſed. Here you 
ſee, my Friend, that znbelief is not merely thinking lightly of 
God, but an active oppoſition to his words and treats his com- 
mand as if it were exereiſing an unrighlesüs domination, and 
his zrutb as though it were a lie. Such was the conduct of 
Adam ; and all his deſcendants have followed his ſteps. We 
are all naturally anbelievers, without the exception of a ſingle 
inſtance. Such was the nature of unbehef in its original ſource, 
and ſuch it is in all the ftreams. As wnbehef was the firſt 
trauſgreſſion of the la w of nature, ſo it is the parent of all the 
evil in the world. Children of diſabedience and unbehevers 15 
the promiſcuous or ſynonymous deſeription of the ſame cha- 
racter. What can be a bolder crime than refuſing ſubjection 
to the equitable authority of God, and ſetting up the human 
will in oppoſition to it? than treating the glorious truth of God 
in his goſpel as foolisbneſs; and exalting the idol of ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs above it? This does nbelief; for, © he that believeth 
not God, hath made him a Liar, Becaigſe he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son.” Here divine wiſdom moſt 
eminently ſhines. Here all the cxcellencies of the divine cha- 
racter centre. Here the fulleſt diſplay of Deity will be ſeen 
for ever. The more important the truth revealed, and the 
more ſtring the evidence by which the certainty of that rb 
is eſtabliſhed ; the more aggravated is the temper by which it 


nality and the condemnation of the anbeliever, above the man 
who never ſaw the bible. But, did the man love God ſupremely, 
as the law of nature requires, the 27274 of God revealed in the 
goſpel would be embraced with delight, and the glory of God 
therein diſcovered, would rejoice his ſoul. This is exercifing 
the religion of vature ; and, of courſe, the diſpoſition of the 
human mind was Caitea to it in his ſtate of nature. For this 
reaſon the oppoſite temper, wnbelief, juſtly expoſes the man to 
the righteous pænaliy with which the religion of his nature was 
guarded, But ſpecial faith in Chriſt not being known to man's 
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is deſpiſed and rejected. It is this that heightens the crimi- 
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natural ſtate, cannot be enjoined, nor its abſence condemned, 
by the law of his nature; for it would be highly inequitable 
to require a diſpoſition of the children which the father, as 
their repreſentative never poſſeſſed; and very unjuſt to puniſh 
its abſence in them Meh was no crime in him. Hence I con- 
clude that our Unbelief is oppoſed, not to ſpecial faith in Chrig, 
but to that cordial, delightful reception of the goſpel of truth 
which ſupreme love to God neceffarily implies, of which love - 
our federal head was poſſeſſed, and the abfence of which the 
law of nature ſo righteouſly condemns. This view of natural 
religion appears to be ſupported by Divine Truth, therefore I. 
embrace it; and therefore I give it to you. 5 
75 5 | ; | I am, c. 
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P. 8. (a) p. 7. As the Lord directs. In conſequence of a, 

- hint from a fiend I ſubjoin the following obſervation, The will of® 

God revealed to our firſt Father reſpecting the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, does not conſtitute, in my conception of it, any part of 
the religion of nature; becauſe, when the injunction was diſregarded, 
we hear no more of it. I view it only as a Teſ of obedience to Adam, 

It ſeemed reaſonable that a creature capable of obedience, and called o 
the exerciſe of it, ſhould have ſame means appointed for his trial : and 
why not this tree, as well as any thing elſe? It appears to be a poſitive 
inſtitution deſigned for the proof of man's moral diſpoſition. Dr. Owen 
fays it was . /ſuperadded to the law of his creation.” And *Auch, be 
«© adds, were all the laws, precepts and inſtitutions, which the Lord 
<« afterwards gave to his church, with thofe, which to this day, colts 22. 
« tinue as the rule and reaſon of their obedience.” * And why might 1 
not the produce of the tree of life be the more immediately appointed 1 þ 
medium of continuing Adam's natural life, while he remained innocent 

By his being afterwards excluded from acceſs to it, I apprehend, ah 
to be the intention of it: and that both trees derived their names, ot 
from any thing in themſelves; but, cither from the divine , 15 
or from the ſubſequent event. | 1 
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See Ex pos. Hebrews, ch. 1. + p. A Edn. fol. 2 
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Dear SIR, 


* F kt now have given you my thoughts on revealed religion; 
but & may not be unprofitable to make ſome obſervations on 


the ſubject of the preceding letter before we go any farther. As 


Obſ. I. Extending the obligations of the covenant of works, 
or the duties of natural religion, beyond its deſign, cannot tend 
toedification. To make any act my duty, by virtue of that con- 
fſtution, which Adam was neither obliged nor qualified to 
perform, when ſet up as my federal head, is making the law 


of nature more extenſive now than it was at firſt; for which I 
enn perceive no divine authority. And, if it be not ſupported 


by the authority of God, it ought to be avoided. Had the wiſ- 
dom of God deſigned that the primitive happineſs of Man, in : 
any meaſure; ſhould have confiſted in the exerciſe of faith in 
Chriſt the Saviour, as revealed in the goſpel, and as received 
v the believer now, there is no doubt but the grace of faith 
Fould have been given him for that end: and, had he poſſeſ- 
{fed it, we ſhould have known it, and known that it was his 
3 to have continued in the exerciſe of it: but, on this 
thought, the fcripture is ſilent. And, had it been Bi duty, it 
mut Rave been ours; but, if it was not found in him when 
brought under the law, then the law can have no demand, 
either on him or on us, for the exerciſe of it. Qualification 
and obligation ſhould be conſidered here as parallel and mu- 
tual ; for, bad any act been enjoined for which he was not 
qualified, the requiſition had been unjuff ; ; and, had he poſ- 
ſeſſed a diſpoſition which was not called into exerciſe, the poſ- 
_ had been * the ſuppoſition of either of which 


14 ) 


would not be to the honor of God. For this reaſon I conclude 
that, the law of nature not obliging our federal head to exer- 
eiſe ſpecial faith in Chriſt, therefore it cannot enjoin it upon 
as ; except, as befoꝶg obſerved, it be changed from its origi- 
nal intention. Let us put ourſelves back into Adam' s primitive 
ſtate with the bible in our hands; and, as it would become us 
to treat its glorious truths en, preciſely ; in the ſame manner, 
by the law of nature, it becomes us to act noto, Without a 
difference. I wiſh to have clear conceptions of each diſcovery 
of God to man, and to keep them diſtinct, for edification: And 
hence I ſtate the duties of nature, before the privileges of gülce; 
that we may grow in the knowledge of both according to the 
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ſcriptures. 
Obſ. II. Nor can it be profitable to + the number of 


human crimes. The hearts of thoſe may be made fad, by ſuch 
proceeding, whom the Lord has not made fad. The non-poſleſ- 
fion of ſpecial faith in Chriſt, is ſimply an abſence of what was 
not ſuitable to the covenant of works, and therefore was not 
given to our federal head while he ſtood i in that capacity; and, 
conſequently, ſuch abſence can be ng;erime, either in him or in 

us. It is granted that no man has proof his intereſt in Chriſt 


while he is deſtitute of ſpecial faith, becauſe this faith is both , 
the fruit and evidence of that intereſt ; but, as a participation 5 
of Chriſt belonged not to the religion of nature, and as the 5 
exerciſe of this faith was not a duty of that religion, therefore! | | 
the abſence of it can be no ſin; for all ſin is a violation of the 7 
law of nature. But the ſame cannot be ſaid of Unbehef ; for Go 
this is highly criminal, both root and branch. This is a po- det 
tive breach of the moral law—a rejection of the truth and the 
authority of God. So it was at firſt; and fo it is ſtill. Tt is. 7 | bet; 
the hateful origin of every evil word and work. It is not only | ai 
the ſource of open tranſgreſſion, and fly hypocriſy—of Seh, ak; 
- indifference about divine truth, and barefaced oppoſition to it; cid. 
but even the man of God himſelf is often affected with finful But 


diſtruſt and fear through the influence of this inſinuating foe; 


6 


much to the wounding of his own peace, and more to the 
diſhonour of God. It dethrones the character of God in the 
human breaſt, and eres the idol Self on its ruins. The ſhapes 
it aſſumes are various; but its nature and tendency uniform. 
The mconverted world are all at enmity againſt God; and all 
expreſs their enmity in ſome way or other, They are unbelievers. 
Every truth of God deſetves the cordial credit and acceptation 
of the human mind; and, were man what he was once, and 
what the moral law ftill requires him to be, every heavenly 
truth would rejoice his ſoul, and he would triumph in its 
ſpread and eſtabliſhment. Supreme love to God would glory 
in the exaltation of the God he loved. This diſpoſition the 


law of nature found in man, and therefore enjoins the exerciſe 


of it; but anelig the direct oppoſite of this original, righte- 
ous temper or principle, is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, truly chargeable 
with every fin in the univerſe of men; and therefore God 
would not be juſt to his own character, as zhe God of truth, if 
he did not fer hrs face againſt it, and treat it as it deſerves. For 


this the finner is juſtly condemned at the hand of God. Con- | 


demnation is the execution of a righteous ſentence in vindica- 


tion of a righteous law; whoſe equity is denied and deſpiſed | 


by unbelief. Whereas the abſence of ſpecial faith is no diſhonor 


to the law, and therefore can incur no penalty; and, conſe- 


quently can expoſe the man to no puniſhment. 

Obſ. III. We ſhould ftudy not to make the bible contradiet 
ſelf. Being the word of God, it muſt betrath; and truth is always 
ſelf-conſiſtent.” One text ſays, He that believeth not is con- 


demned already, becauſe he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten ſon of God. And another ſays, He that - 
believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee life; but the wrath of God 


abideth on him. Hence we learn the condemning nature of 
unbelief, becauſe it treats the glorious truth of God, and the 
evidence by which it is atteſted, as a fallacy and as fooliſhneſs. 
But if theſe paſſages, and others ſimilar to them, ſhould be 


underſtood to mean, that ſinners are ue and live under | 
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the wrath of God for ever, BECAUSE they have not l faith 
in Chriſt ; this would make one part of the ſcriptures contra- 
dict another. Special faith in Chrift is, emphatically, the 
faith of God's elect: to whom there is no condenmation ; becauſe 
they are ſaved from wrath through him—having grace given 
them in Chriſt before the world began; and no? having their 
iniquities imputed to them. Such portions of the ſacred page, 
therefore, muſt not be interpreted to fignify that the abſence 
of ſpecial faith is the cauſe of condemnation ; becauſe ſuch a 
thought would impeach the conduct of God. Condemnation 
is the fulneſs of puniſhment; puniſhment is the deſert of fin; 
unbelief is the moſt horrid of all fin, and therefore juſtly con- 
demned : but, where do we read that the Lord condemned a 
finner becauſe he had not given him the grace of faith | Some, 
indeed, in the plenitude of their zeal, have uſed hard ſpeeche; 
reſpecting the Lord's giving ſpecial faith to ſome and not to 
others; and, had he condemned thoſe who have it not becauſe 
they had it not, reaſon world that we ſhould bear with them ; 
but the contrary is the truth, and in a little time it will be 
found a truth, We ſhould therefore be very cautious, even for 
our own ſake, as well as for the glory of God, how we make 
ſome parts of ſcripture n or teach a contrary doctrine to 
others. 5 
And zhe addreſſes to ſinners, which we find in the word of God, 
ſhould be duly conſidered, leſt we put a ſenſe in them which 
will not be approved at laſt, Man is a voluntary agent. He 
is governed by motives. And, in his eternal concerns, by © - 
motives addreſſed to Fear and Hope. The bible abounds with 
ſtrong and lively deſcriptions of the horrid nature and awful 
deſert of fin in general, and of Labelief in particular. It de- 
clares at large, the utter impoſſibility of any man's ſalvation in 
his natural ſtate, and the abſolute neceſlity of ah intereſt in 
Chriſt. . Here is room for all ſuitable pathos and energy of 
language, when ſpeaking in the name of God, to the under- 
ftandings and conſciences of men. a ſuch addrefles are 


* 


(7) 

not only lawful to be uſed, but incumbent, as the Lord may 
furniſh with gifts and freedom. They are recorded with that 
ow. Very pertinent and pointed expoſtulations are always 
at hand, and the Lord has often rendered them effeQtual for 
his own glory, when they have been employed according to 
his will. But when men are informed expreſsly, or by impli- 
cation, that it is in human power to change the heart and ſave 
the man, either in whole or in part, this 1s virtually making 
him a liar ; becauſe he has, all through his word, reſerved the 
whole glory of ſalvation entirely to himſelf. The apoſtle 
aſks, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the 
tearing of faith * No perſon ever received the Spirit of faith 
by the works of the law, or ever will; and, therefore, in all our 


careful not to denoun@e eternal death againſt tranſgreſſors 
becauſe they may not be intereſted in Chriſt, and be made par- 


becauſe unbelief is a violation of the law of God; but the abſence 
of faith in Chrift to ſalvation can be no crime, for reaſons 
already given, and more may occur as we proceed. 

- When Fear is excited by-any motive that is not founded in 
drome truth, it cannot profit ; and therefore it is uſeleſs, nay it 
is dangerous to attempt it. And when we ſpeak to the Hope of 
ſinners, the ſcriptures afford us a gracious ſtore of encouraging 
arguments with which to addreſs them. The Lord has mercy 


applies, ſalvation to the chief of finners. The bleſſings of grace 
and of glory are all, ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, without money 
| ard without price. To introduce any good qualities, more or leſs, 
3s a previous ground of encouragement to believe in Chriſt to 
lalvation, is ſo far from feeding Hope that, in proportion as the 


for the convinced ſinner finds, and the Lord knows, that in Bis 
Held dwells no good ing. Till he is a ſubject of quickening 
Brace be is in the eſp, and nothing but depraved nature is in 
bim; and therefore the Lord — not preſcribed any previous 


* 


addreſſes, this truth ſhould be ſtrictly regarded, that we may 
not diſhonor God to gratify man. And we ſhould be equally 


takers of ſpecial faith. As anbelievers they righteouſly periſh, 


in aubom he ⁊uill. The goſpel proclaims, and the holy Spirit 


| thought obtains in the breaſt, it excites deſpair inſtead of hope ; 
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declared that ſalvation is 7207 of 2works let any mum Should boat 


| pended on ſuch previous qualifications as no man ever had, or 
can poſſibly poſſeſs, it would be an empty ſound, and unworthy 


enjoy the life which it promiſes ; and, in default of which, it 


his righteouſneſs ; and therefore it cannot command the man to 


(18) 
goodneſs as a recommendation to his favor; but has expreſ, 


Ht is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that fheweth mercy. Ii is a faithful ſaying and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Te ſus came into the world to ſave fniners, 
of whom I am chief. This 1 is divine truth, and here the fi Inner's 
hope may reſt in ſafety, amidſt all oppoſition, however guilty 
and helpleſs he may feel in himſelf; for God will ſupport his 
own truth, and ſave the man that Apes in is mercy in Chriſt 
Jetus, Every one knows that the import of the term Goſpel 
is glad tidings; but, if a participation of its bleſſings were ſuſ- 


of notice. The ſappoſition, therefore, is deſtructive to the hope 
of man, and a diſhonor to the name of God. 

Obſ. IV. We ſhould likewiſe duly conſider the nature of ile 
BE at The covenant of works requires -a finleſs nature and 
perfect obedience; but, were the man thus furniſhed, he would 
not need Chriſt the Saviour, nor could he receive him to ſal- 
vation. He would delight in the truth of Chriſt revealed, as 
ſaid before, with holy Angels, but of Chriſt the Saviour, 
for himſelf, he could have no knowledge. The whole voice of 
that covenant to man is, obey and live —tranſgræſi and die. It 
requires, of man himſelf, perfection of obedience, in order to 


threatens death; and here it ends. Whereas the object of ſpecial 
faith to juſtification of life, is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, 
which is o of the man, and belongs wholly to another conſſi 
tution ; and therefore can, in no ſenſe whateyer, be included 
in the preceptive authority of the law of nature. The moral lay 
indeed approves the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, becauſe it is its 
glorious end and fulfilment ; but it neither provides nor reveals 


be a participant of it, nor condepm him becauſe the bleſſing is 
not beſtowed upon him. For, if ſo, then Lato and Goſpel would 
ceaſe to be diſtinct conſtitutions the ſuppoſition. of which, 
would not only perplex inſtead of profiting the human mind 


E 


but it would caſt a cloud of confuſion over all the dealings of 
God with man. There is divine truth in each covenant ; but 
they are ſo evidently diſtinct in def? gn reſpectively, that to make 
one interfere with the other, is, if not to defiroy, at leaſt to 
eclipſe, the glory of both. As it becomes us not to ſeparate 
what God has united; ſo, it is equally incumbent upon us, 
not to confound what he has made diſtinct. 

geſides, when a man exerciſes ſpecial faith in Chriſt, he is 


not under the covenant of works; becauſe he is the ſubject of 


* 


that life which was unknown to it. No man does, or can 
receive Chriſt, even ſo much as to rely upon him for ſalvation, 
without a ſpiritual view of his ſufficiency to ſave him, and the 


impoſſibility of being ſaved by another. Then the things of the 


Spirit of God are ſo far from being fookfbneſs to him, that they 
are beautiful and glorious. He eſteems them altogether ſuit- 
able to his caſe and worthy of God. This man is born again. 
He is the ſubject of ſpiritual life, or he could not put forth a 
ſpiritual act; but ſuch is the feebleſt exerciſe of ſpecial faith 
in Chriſt ;' and, therefore, he muff be regenerated, in order of 


nature, before he can believe in Chriſt to ſalvation. His life 


teſtifies his previous federal union with Chriſt and intereſt in 
him; but, as this faith was unknown to Adam's covenant, 
conſequently that covenant can have no more demand on the 


exerciſe than the communication of it. If not the one, then not 


the other : and hence it cannot enjoin this faith in Chriſt of 
which I now ſpeak. Once more, if this faith be required by 


the law of works, then, when it is performed, it is a work of 


the law, and of courſe excluded from ſalvation. Law and 
Grace, Faith and Works, cannot be more clearly diſtinguiſhed 


and oppoſed than they are in the word of God; by which we 


learn the difference of one from the other. The finner is ſaved 


by grace, not by the law. The juft lives 27 Faith, not by works. 


II is of faith, that it might be by grace. This evidence, without 


addition, will juſtify my ſaying, that faith in Chriſt to ſalva- 


tion is, manifeſtly, not a work of the law; and, therefore, can- 
not be commanded by the law of works. 


— 


IEEE a — 


— —＋˖3— 


—— — 
— — 


| 


| 
: 


— = 


q 
— 


— ——— ¶AœũvqN—2 
— _ 
—— 


— — 2 


— — _ — —— — = a = — — — —— : - - — - — — = - — = — — 
— .- — — — — — — — — — - — — — — — — — — — — — > — — —̃ͤ ſ—— — = — — — III r= = = = 
E - . — 9 _— * 1 — 17 — — 2 - - - * 4 T y 2 — 2 — — 5 * E —4 —- — = - — 4 — — = = 2 * — —= 2 > & * DD i 2 = Fa - 2 = 
2 re 1 — > 0 2 7 FFP NESS OE £4 9 Ye . 7700000 . I — : - - * a : FEE — 1 Re r Tr —— 8 : a * a 5 por ˙¹ A Ro — — 2 : — — — — : - —.— 
Is mo WEE gs * 3 — * 2 = 2 2 b F £7 SE — So OE 8 8 Sad * SES r - K T.. 2 3 — * — : SIE 2 — — == > -= — — 2 — OS - — — — — 5 — 
n + n De CI 72 —— £ 5 — — — "ro ==> i P 8 7 1 1 5 N S 2 rr „ Fo 1 * . — . 2 7 2 1 K 12 * . . 2 — — — — =O = 8 5 = — 2 — —— — — 1 — — — 
— 9 — =: ESE - CET eds apo — — — — * * — Sn * > Fe by hes? av 3 EX - - „5 3 3 T 1 * — — — . * 3 * — — A —— 0 r — 4 - OT ET Sp. r 2 52 3 8 - 7 
R ii rn oy Wl fm. : 2 tp . „ a — . — 6 r „* Vo ror rt — ** _ wr II TT *3 a 5 Ap 4 * 7 3 N me 1 3 h_ — 2 S Ie r 
= a 1 _ kk =; a 4 A p : "* 2 4 4 — = — h — . — > s 


E 2 
A 
; 1 
hs — 


cx 


= 


— 
* 


"I 


}_ av => 
3 FR EW 


DE" "AR. 


P 
R 


( 20 ) 


J have given my friend theſe four obſervations, to illuſtrate 
and confirm, what appears to me, Divine Truth in the law of 
nature - not to leſſen the nature, malignity, or deſert of fin, 
but ſimply to promote the glory of God. 

| | Jam, Cs. 


LETTER TV. 


5," SIR, 


RirEALED Religion includes natural; but not vice verla, 
A man cannot be a child of God without being his creature, 
He cannot be a ſaved finner without being a ſubject of moral 
government, and having finned againſt divine authority. But, it 
does not follow that, becauſe he is a creature of God, therefore 


he is his adopted ſon ; and, becauſe he hath finned, therefore he 


ſhall be ſaved. *The obligations of natural religion, with the 
penalty in caſe of diſobedience, are inſeparable from his fate 
as a creature; but the whole of revealed religion, while it in- 
volves the other, is ſuperior in its bleſſings to man, as. being, 
the effect of ſoyereign grace. Not included in natural religion, 
not inferible from it, nor to be meaſured by it. Though 


both are comprized in the ſcheme of infinite Wiſdom, yet I 


conſider nataral as a medium for the diſplay of revealed religion, 
"4 and not revealed as an inſtitution ſimply in aid of natural reli- 
gion; becauſe, if ſo, would they not have been co-extenſive ? 
and every ſubject of natural religion be made a participant of 
the bleflings of revealed? But, as this is not true in fact, I con- 
clude it was not defigned. Hence I denominate all the bleſ- 


. fings of grace, from firſt to laſt, ſupernatural; no part of which, 5 


nor intereſt in any, belonged to man by nature; the whole 
being the reſult of Grereign nn and the Ty of richeſt 


grace. 


A  . ca e Ep Ree > 


CI] 
- Under ated religion I include the whole ſcheme of grace, 
from God's choice of his people in Chriſt, to the conſummation 


of their final glory. And though every part may not have been 
ſo clearly diſcovered from the beginning, as in theſe laſt days, 


yet the centre and ſecurity of all the reſt, the ſalvation of Chriſt, 


has been known and received in all ages of time. He has not 
been without witneſs from the firſt to the preſent day. Re- 
vealed religion includes its object, its bleſs Ngs, and its recipients : 

the knowledge and enjoyment of which object and bleſſings, 
are above the ſtate of man by nature. The Moſt High is ſtill 
to be conſidered as the creator of man. The relation ſubſiſting 
between God and man, as his creature, is properly indiſſoluble; 


and muſt be ſo while both continue to exiſt; except we obſerve 


that his people are liberated from the claims of the legal cove- 


nant, as ſuch, by the mediation of the Lord of glory—1 know 


no change beſides. 
I. The object of revealed religion is the God of all grace 
a covenant God in Chriſt Jeſus. In this relation he is known and 


enjoyed by all who believe to ſalvation. Into his eternal, im- 


mutable good will muſt we look, for all the happineſs of all 
his people, in time and eternity. I will be their God, and they 
Hall be my people, The union ſubſiſting between Chrift and 
his Church, as members with their head, and as a bride with 
her huſband, when profeſſedly conſidered, ſhould always be 
traced to this origin; becauſe no other reaſon can be given for 
the union itſelf, or for the bleſſings inſeparably flowing there- 
from. When we ſpeak of the ſhepherd laying down his life 
for his ſheep, or of ſinners being redeemed by the blood of 
Chriſt; ſuch effeQs can have no adequate cauſe but the un- 
changentily will of the God of all grace. In the conſtitution 
of the perſon of Chrift, in his myſtical union to his body the 
charch, and the bleflings they enjoy by virtue thereof to the 
glory of God, he has openly ſhewn us his manifbld ⁊ui iſdom. 
' Yea, he Bas abounded towards us in ALL wiſdom and prudence. 
| For, not in the works of creation alone, nor only in the diſpoſals 
of providence, but alſo, and indeed more eſpecially, in the diſ- 
plays of his grace, he worketh all things, with unfailing SO 
according to the _—_ m4 his own Will. 
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(22) 

II. The 3/:fings of revealed religion are not only never to 
be loft, as Adam forfeited his; but, deriving from. a nearer 
and higher relation to God, are more ennobling and important 
in themſelves than the bleſſings of innocence. Our faith, 
Dr. Goodwin ſays, and-God's revelation to us, is ſupernatural, 
* being ſuch as were utterly above the due and right of pure 
nature in Adam.”* The gift of Chriſt, and being made 

one with him, I confider-not merely the firſt bleſſing in order | 
of nature, but likewiie in dignity and glory ; and, as this en- 
ſures all ſubſequent bleſſings, I receive it as the centre and ſub- 
ſtance of all. He is th Head of the Church and the Saviour of 
tbe Body. Though they were choſen in him as having done 
neither good nor evil, that the purpoſe of God according 10 election 
might fland; and though he was the exa/ted one choſen out of the 
people, not as ſinners but as creatures; yet it is evident, from 
his being their Saviour, that the intervention of ſin made a part 
of the plan. Hence his people are called we//e/s. of mercy afore 

prepared unto glory. It is in conſequence of this union that 
their fins were laid on him, and not imputed to them—that he 
who knew no fin was made fin for them, and that zhey are mad: 

the righteauſneſe of God in him. This is the reaſon why they | 
have ever ſtood accepted in the beloved, juſtified from all things, 
and all their treſpaſſes forgiven them: for our God is in one mind. 
and who can turn him? Purſuant to this union alſo zhey receive, 
not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which is of God; that 
they might know the things which are freely given them of God. 
Hence the holy Spirit of truth, in due time, quickens all the heirs 
of glory, makes them partakers of a new life, aſcertains their 
relation to God, and dwells in them as an earneſt of their eternal 
_ Inheritance. He opens the eyes of their underflandings, convinces 
them of fin, and glorifies Chriſt in-their-efteem. That which i 
born of the Spirit is ſpirit; but not the Spirit himſelf ; for then 
there would be no diſtinction, and the declaration would be 
void of meaning. The principle of grace implanted in rege- 
tien. by the bleſſed d Piri, is both manifeſted and main- 


— cc 


* See * ; Works, ut born. p. 54. 
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6230 
tained in receiving Chriſt cruciſied; in living on him, and 
walking with him, as the Lord our righteouſneſs, our atoning 
ſacrifice, and our interceding high-prieſt. In a life of faith 


chere is fellowſhip with God, Father, Son, and Spirit, enjoyed; 
peace of conſcience felt; ſanctification promoted, and the name 


of the Lord glorified. And, living on the fulneſs of Chriſt, the 


man is kept by the poxver of God unto that ſalvation avhich is ready 
to be revealed in the laſt time. It is not the Spirit of God in the 

man that believes, repents, and ſo on; for then the man would 
be paſſive in all the exerciſes of the divine life, and no ſpiritual 
action could be-predicated of him; but, the fact is, having life 
from Chriſt, as the branch from the root, it is the man himſelf 
who exerciſes theſe graces, as ſupply is given from the root, 
and not another for him. I ſpeak thus, becauſe the perſonal 
Spirit of God is independent, and can, and does act where, and 
when he pleaſes; whereas the believer, who is the ſubject of 
his gracious work, is conftrained to ſay, I cannot do the things 
that I would, When I would do good, evil is preſent with me, 
To will is preſent with me, but how to perform that wwhich is good 
T find not. It is not a corrupt principle in man that believes and 
loves God, nor is it the rational mind under the influence of 
that principle ; for, if ſo, then the carnal mind would not be 
enmity againſt him—but it is the man himſelf in the exerciſe 
of that divine principle which was wrought in him by the Spirit 


of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Hence he is ſaid to be a /pirizzally minded man. Again, the 
holy Spirit is emphatically called ze Comferter. But how does 


he adminiſter comfort? By ſhewing the man the things that 


are freely given him of God—by a manifeſtation of Chrift and 
all his benefits, But theſe are Spiritual things, and therefore 

are to be Jpirituall ly diſcerned ; Whereas, if the man be not 
partaker of a ſpiritual principle capable of diſcerning ſpiritual 
things, then the holy Spirit zakes of the things of Cbriſt to fhew 
them to HIMSELF, and not to the MAN, and conſequently cannot 
de te Comforter; becauſe no man can be_ comforted by what. 

be neither ſees nor knows, Once more, the man poſſeſſes tho 
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fame mental, rational powers when dead in fin as when human 
nature was innocent. When, therefore, the holy Spirit makes 


him a new creature in Chriſt, it is not done by changing or 
improving zhe old man, for the principle of depravity is immu- 
table, and a ſtate of innocence cannot be reſtored ; but, it is 
effected by working in him that life whoſe nature, taſte and 
_ tendency correſpond with the bleſſed above; and conſequently 
muſt proceed from the ſame ſource, muſt converſe with the ſame 
object, muſt be ſupplied from the ſame fulneſs, and can be 
perfected only in the ſame fruition, Now we conſider | 
III. The participants of theſe favors. It was ſaid, near the 
_ Cloſe of the firſt letter, that natural religion was zece/ary, but 
revealed the effect of ſovereign grace; and here it may be ſafely 
aſſerted; that though the former comprized the whole human 
race, yet not ſo the /azter. Reſpecting the ſalvation of Chriſt, 
which is the glory of revealed religion, the great Paul gives you 
my thoughts concerning its participauts. He ſays, the Election 
has obtained it, and the reft were blinded. I endureall things 
for the Elects ſakes, that they may alſo obtain the ſalvation | 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory. Thoſe who had 
grace given them in Chriſt before the world began, who were 
the objects of his predeſtinating knowledge and love, are ſaved, 
and called with an Holy calling, are juſtified and glorified. They 
are predliſtinated to be conformed to the image of bis Son. By which - 
you ſee that their regeneration and ſanctification are as certain 
as their final glory. The truth is, they could not enjoy the 
latter without the experience of the former. Nor could they 
be ſaid to be ſaved from their fin, if they ſtill continued the 
Slaves of its dominion, or the ſubjects of its being for ever. And 
we are confident that where the holy Spirit has begun his good 
work, in the hearts of his N he will n it till the 
day of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
I always follow the maxim n in din after the 
mind of God in his word, which I have given to you, namely, | 
that, as all truth i is from him, ſo it is always ee 


- 


EY _ — 


T 
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When, therefore, I find any truth in the ſacred page, if declared 
but ozzce, I conclude that no other part can contradict it. And, 
if I believe the ſcriptures to be the book of God, T am con- 
trained to treat it in this manner in honor to his name. Hence 
] have not enlarged on the three thoughts of this letter, as, 
perhaps, you might have expected; but I may have occafion, 
more largely to conſider, or more N to illuſtrate them, before 
| finiſh my deſign. 

Sin was in the world, for man had tranſgreſſed. He ſtood 
obnoxious to the juſt but awful ſentence of death ; both for 
himſelf, and as the head of all his poſterity. All happineſs 


was fled. All commnnion with God was at an end. Guilt 


and thame prevailed in the mind, and hope of deliverance 
there was none; becauſe the law of nature being violated, or 
the covenant of works broken, it bound the ſinner over to 


righteous condemnation ; and there he muſt have remained 


for ever, like fallen Angels, had not the Lord revealed himſelf 
to man in a relation, or under. a character, unknown before. 
Man was fallen from his righteouſneſs and become a miſerable 
creature, No hope of help could be afforded from his former 
ſtate. The authority of the law was trodden under foot, and 
the majeſty of the Legiſlator inſulted ; neither of which could 
be done with impunity. But the ſinner was ſo far from ex- 
prefling a defire of former friendſhip with his Maker, that he 
fled from his preſence. And, inſtead of acknowledging his 


| fin, or ſhewing penitent ſorrow before God for his conduct, he 


attempted to extenuate his crime by laying the blame on his 
holy Creator. The woman whom Zhou gavèſt to be with me, 
„ the gave me of the; tree, and I did eat,” Here, though he 
confeſſed the fa& of eating, you ſee there is yet a ftrong de- 
fire, if not to ju/tif9, at leaſt to excuſe his conduct, and to cover 
bis tranſgreſſion. He would fain have concealed it both from his 
own, and from the eye of his Judge. This diſpoſition has 
manifeſtly deſcended to all his poſterity. We firſt wiſh, if poſſi- 


dle, to elude the fight of the judge; but, if that fail, then, 


rather than ingenuouſly confeſs our ſin, we would make him 
an — by the circumſtances in which we are Placed; and 


1 


virtually, if not expreſvly, ſay we are tempted of God, As, after 


the firſt tranſgreſſion, ſo, to the preſent hour, zhe carnal mind 


is enmity againſt God; for it is not ſubjedt to his lato, nor indeed 
can be. This deſcription of fallen human nature, as /uch, is 
unexceptionably juſt, without an effort or defire towards 
reſtoration. In every ſin the will of man is ſet againſt the will 
of God, and determined -on his own purpoſe. Hence it is 
evident that, if repentance had been propofed as the condition 
of forgiveneſs, there was no diſpoſition in man to repent : nor 
is there a better temper in the deſcendants towards God than 
in the progenitor. Human nature is wholly gone from the 
fource of purity, and is altogether defiled ; and, for that reaſon, 
were there no hope in revealed religion, the whole human race 
muſt periſh for ever. And even with the hope of the Goſpel 
before us, in the ſacred page, not a creature would be ſaved, 
were not the Spirit of God to accompany the written word, 
with his omnipotent grace, to the ſouls of men. It has been 
ſaid above, that the ſalvation of Chriſt is the glory of revealed 
religion ; but, as ſalvation is never enjoyed at the expence of 
the law, the finner's mind is no leſs oppoſed to the one than 
the other : for, is the law ſevere in his view, becauſe it cannot 
connive at his fin? The Goſpel i is fooliſhneſs i in his eſteem, 
becauſe it makes him a debtor to ſovereign mercy for every 
favor in hand or hope; and juſtifies the law in the fulleſt 
extent of its holy nature and righteous ſanction. For the 
Goſpel i is no more a friend to fin than the Law, though it 
confiders. and treats the finner in a different manner, 

The whole of revealed religion we learn from the bible. 
Every effort therefore to ſopply its ſuppoſed defect is like a 
moth or a ſpider attempting to prop a finking world. Though | 
the attempt is equally vain, yet it is not equally innocent; 
becauſe every ſuch ſuppoſed defect is a bold impeachment of 
Jehovah's character. And all diſbelief of its truth, is making 
man to be wiſer and better than God. There are two texts of 
ſcripture which, in a peculiar manner, illuſtrate and confirm 
each other. In addreſſing the ſerpent, after the firſt tranſgreſſion, 
8 5 | 
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the Lord God ſaid, the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe thy head. 
And, four thouſand years afterwards, the Apoſtle ſays, for this 
purpoſe the Son of God was manifefted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil. The ſame enemy to man is meant by the 
ſerpent and the devil. The ſame friend of ſinners is pointed 
out by the ſeea of the woman and the Son of God. And, by 
his deſtroying the devil's works, we underſtand what is in- 
tended by bruifing the ſerpent's head. This ſhews us that the 


bible contains an uniform record of revealed religion; and that 


chriſtianity is, when properly explained, neither more nor leſs 


than a full diſplay of that ſalvation which was preached to fallen : 


Adam in paradiſe. Hence it appears that the Son of God is, in 
no ſenſe whatever, by his incarnation and miniſtry, the founder 
of a neto religion; for, though our inſtitutions for public acts 
of worſhip may differ from thoſe of the old teſtament ; yet, if 
they bo not performed in the ſpirit of faith they profit us 
nothing: becauſe the nature, the object, and the bleſſings of 


revealed religion can never change. The eſſence of this religion 


_ confiſts in reconciliation to God, acceſs to his preſence and 
fellowthip with bim, as known in a mediator; whether 
experienced by Adam, by Paul, or by you. Every departure from 
it is a denial of it; and every denial of it muſt, in effect, leave 
the ſinner in ruinous deſpair. Our Immanuel is the mediator 
of a new and better covenant. Acceſs to God is by a new and 

living way. And, thoſe who enjoy fellowſhip with him, are 
nero creatures. I uſe the term new in this place, not in oppo- 
tion to the religion of corrupt nature, for that is not of God, 
nor worthy of him; but in diſtinction from the old, or primitive 
religion of man; which the Lord founded; and, whilſt it con- 


tinued, approved; but which ceaſed on the introduction of fin, . 


and will never be renewed : for Jeſus Chriſ is the ſame yefterday, 
% day, and for ever, both in the glory of his perſon, and the 
fulneſs of his ſalvation, - There it not now, and there never 


was, any other name under heaven given among men whereby 


ve myft be ſaved. The religion of nature was holy, honorable, 
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and perfect, in the relation it held to the reſt of the plan of 
infinite wiſdom; and though it knew not the ſpirit of adop- 
tion communion with God in Chriſt nor any of the bleſſings 
of the new covenant ; yet their abſence was no defect in it, 
becauſe they were not ſuited to its aature, nor the experience 
of them adapted to its de/ign. The purpoſe of ſaving finners by 
the croſs of Chriſt is eternal; and hence he is ſaid to redeem 
them by his precious blood, according to his fore-ordination before 
the foundation of the world : and, therefore, as ſoon as fin 
appeared, the promiſe. of the woman's ſeed was given to be the 
object of faith for ſalvation to the end of the world. This 
glorious doQrine has been taught by the Spirit of Chriſt in all 
His holy prophets fince the world began, This is the ſoul of the 
whole word of God. This is the ſun that illuminates the firma- 
ment of Scripture. For perpetuating this truth the bible exifts, 
and for the experimental knowledge of it the Spirit is given, 
to the preſent hour. Here ſhines divine truth, in its ſplendid 
beauties and its richeſt dreſs for ever. Was it ſaid, in the time 
of natural religion, In the day thou eateſſ thereof, thou ſhalt 
ſurely die?” In the time of revealed, it is ſaid reſpecting Chrift, 
and with a voice not leſs peremptory, All that are incenſed { 
againſt im ſhall be aſhamed.” Was the „ accompliſhed? I 
fo ſhall the 44%: for it proceeds from the ſame truth, and i; 
armed with the ſame power. | 
| When [I hear the voice of God to the firſt man, as the ſederal 
head of human nature, I ſo far underſtand his will as to fee | 
divine truth in natural religion. It came from God. It was 
worthy of him. It was directed to his glory. When I hear 
him ſpeaking to the ſerpent of the ſeed of the woman, in the 
preſence of my fallen, guilty father, and ſee, how that promiſe | 
is illuſtrated, explained; and fulfilled in after ages; I ſee divine 
truth alſo in revealed religion. Man had deſtroyed himſelf; 
but, in order to ſave his fallen children, God ſent forth bis own } 
Son, in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the 
Hab. To this incarnate Son of God, as the ſubſtitute for fipe 
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ners, and as ſuffering for their ſin, have the faithful been led 
for ſalvation in all generations. Here, the will of God and 
theirs have united. All his perfections are exalted in their ſal- 
ration; and they glorify his name for the wondrous grace. 
But there are ee characters whoſe ſentiments I ſhall conſider, 


confidence, divine truth is not the ground of their hope. No 
if revealed be the object of his oppoſition, he Aas no religion 
it may. divine zruth cannot ſupport it. The Dei, the Socinian, 


of view, indeed, there are but zwo characters in the world. 
The one expects happineſs and the favor of God from perſonal 


mankind. However diverſely circumſtanced in other reſpects. 
and however differently denominated between themſelves; yet, 
in this particular, they all anite. . The ozher bas no dependence 
for peace with God and final enjoyment of him, but on the 

ſacrijice and obedience of the Lord of glory. The cordial and 
| grateful language of them all is, God forbid that I. ſhould glory, 
| ſave in the croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. With the/e you will find 
divine truth; but not with zhoſe. The hope of the former thall 
periſh; but the hope of the latter ſhall not make them aſhamed. 
But I ſhall give you a letter on each of the hre characters 

named above in order. | 5 | 
See Evan. Mag. May, 1797. p. 186, I am, &c, 
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Dear $1n, = | . LS 

Ir is a maxim I cannot forget, that Truth is ſelf-conſiſtent. 
The contrary-is peculiar to Error. That God is mercifed is true; 
but, had it not been for revealed religion, man would no more 
have taſted the mercy of God than fallen angels ; nor would the 


and ſhew you, as conciſely as I can, that, notwithſtanding their 
man can ov be a ſubject of natural religion; and, therefore, 
at all; and, conſequently, let his hope be founded on whatever 


and the Arminian, are the characters I intend. In one point 


goodneſs. This claſs, at preſent, includes a vaſt majority of 
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thought have entered into his mind. What apprehenſion had 
Adam of mercy when filled with guilty fear at the voice of the 
Lord ! no more could his deſcendants have entertained a hope 
of mercy, for it would . never have been known, had not 
Jehovah himſelf revealed it. Not even the Dez with all his 
ſuppoſe l knowledge, could have made the diſcovery. 

No Mediator was known to the religion of nature; nor was 
it needful he ſhould; for man was furniſhed with ſuch powers 
of rectitude in himſelf as were ſnited to his ſtation; and, there- 
fore, in caſe of diſobedience, be had nothing before him but 
death. The law is, in its very nature, a ſtranger to mercy. 
Of courſe the man who profeſſes to believe the mercy of God, 
and yet denies the divine authority of the bible, is, to fay the 
leaſt, the moſt abſurdly inconſiſtent of any character whatever. 
No man can prove, nor even ſhew it to be probable, that God 
is merciful to finners, without the bible. You ſay it may be 
hoped, as by Pagars. But the hope they have is mixed with 
ſo much fear, as plainly manifeſts they have no ſolid ground 
on which to reſt. Though you allow their ſacrifices to bare 
ſome trace of reference to the divine appointment of facriffces, 
yet t is evident they have loſt the true defign of their original 
inſtitution. No queſtion on divine mercy or forgiveneſs, can 
receive a ſatisfactory anſwer from the man who never had, or 
who difavows, the word of God. That Gad is jz/2, appears in 
every human boſom; and that the conviction is deeply rooted 
in the conſcience, is demonſtrated by the various meaſures 
taken either to quiet or to forget its teſtimony; but, that he is 


—» 


vaſt concerns of an eternal world. The god of this world ind 
the minds of unbelievers, tft the light of the glorious Goſpel f 


willing to forgive, or that he ever was merciful, without the : 

mediation of Chriſt, was never known ſince the world began. b 

| Univerſal fact or experiment confirms the obſervation. The ; 

1 prince of darkneſs can transform himſelf into an angel of light; N 
| and, if ſach be the will of God, can fo pervert the minds of 5 
„ men, that they will adopt lampoon for argument, and ridicule hi 
| N for reaſon. Not in ſecuring their temporal intereſts, but in tbe al 
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Chriſt, ꝛbbo is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unte them. And, 


hence, they put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs. Theſe 


are the men who are wviſe in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
orrn ig). This deluſion may feed the jocund hour, or ſerve 
amidſt the buſy ſcenes of life; but—the airy phantom flies the 
dying pillow, and leaves its abject votary in a diſmal deep! 
Death diſſolves the fatal charm; unmaſks the man; ſhews him 
to himſelf; and tranſmits him to the preſence of that God, 


v hoſe mercy never triumphed over juftice ; and whoſe pardons 


were never known but in the blood of the Croſs. Oh, what an 
infatuation ! ! to hope for mercy, and yet deſpiſe the bible! 
What a conception of Deity muſt ſuch men form to themſelves! 
A lier of human folly ! a patron of deteſtable vice ! a friend of 
infernal rage! an accomplice in traducing his own character 
But be is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on 
iniquity. The day will deelare it. Again, 

It is certain that creation in general, and the human race 
in particular, had a beginning. What abounds with ſuch viciſ- 
fitudes could neither have been eternal, nor ſelf-created. In 
what confuſion and contradiction have the minds of men been 
inveloped, on this ſubject, who have been without a bible 
Nor could it be otherwiſe without a miracle. A liſping infant 
can ſpeak to this queſtion with as much preciſion as a ſage phi- 


loſopher, if the word of truth be diſcarded. And, what 


wonder! it is by faith, and not by reaſon, that wwe underfland 


the things which are ſeen were not made of things which do 


appear. Not by faith i in the writings of Greece or Rome; but 
by faith in the Word of God. 


ally, but deſires to know his own original; and how, and when, 


creation around him began to be? The bible gives him jnfor- 
Information worthy of its author, and ſatisfactory to 


mation. 
his mind. How careleſs, how ſtupid, muſt that man be, with 


all his ſincerity, who can eat and ſleep, like the beaſts of the 
field, and think no higher than they! How irrational, muſt 


the infidel appear, place his integrity as high as you pleaſe, 
"The bible is the moſt 
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And what man, who acts ration- 
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ancient of all books, and carries us back to the remote} 
- antiquity. It gives the origin of things. It furniſhes the hiſtory 
of man in a manner that ſatisfies the inquiſitive mind. It opens 
to him the treaſures of creating wiſdom ; ſhews him the fteps 
of diſpoſing providence ; and draws a line of truth before him 
for the ſpace of thouſands of years—concerning the greateſt 
and beſt part of which, if not the whole, with what able 
doubt muſt he be perplexed, without this book in his hand 
But here a light directs his enquiries, and feeds his con- 
templative powers, with rational pleaſure, to the glory of God, 
through all the changing ſcenes of time, till it terminates in 
the fulneſs of eternal day ! A feaſt that nothing can ſupply but 
the book of truth. A feaſt to which the Dei is a ſtranger; 
and, evidently, a ſtranger by choice; becauſe he treats it with 
a ſneer of contempt. The bible has weathered all ſtorms, It 
bas triumphed over all oppofition, from the days of Julian and 
Porphyry, even to the days of Thomas Paine; and will con- 
tinue to triumph, either in the final ruin of its aflailants, or in 
their converſion to God. I will not call the Dez credulous, 
for his faith is not eaſily obtained or ſupported ; but it is bold 
and prophane, not comparable to any man's beſides: for he 
muſt believe © through thick and thin“ to keep himſelf in 
countenance. Mr. Leland ſays, There is nothing that has a 
wider ſwallow than Infideliy, which, though it makes the 
flighteſt difficulty on the fide of revelation an inſuperable 
objection; can admit the moſt abſurd and unaccountable 
ſuppolitions in the world in favor of a darling ſcheme.” It 
the bible be not of God, who can account for its continuance . 
in the world! It has been affailed by ſap and by ſtorm ; by 
pretended friends and profeſſed foes; and yet it abides ! In 
thort,, who can account for its exi/tence at all ? It muſt 
. originate with God, with devils, or with men. Not with 
devils or bad men ; for they would not deſcribe their motives 
of conduct, their character, and their end, in the language of 
ſcripture. Nor could good men fabricate it, had they been 
willing ; for, as they could not know the ſecrets of God which 


/ 
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the bible reveals, ſo, neither would they aſſume his character, 
nor ſpeak in his ſtyle. And not only ſo, the bible not merely 
remains in our hands; but the evidence of its heavenly origin 
is every day increaſing ; and will proceed to increaſe till all be 
fulfilled. Every Jew you ſee—every prophecy accompliſhed— 
every ſinner ſaved—is demonſtration that the ſcriptures are of 
God. The invention of letters alſo, I conſider as an amazing 
proof of God's ſuperintending the concerns of men; and though 
the good of his creatures is effected by it, in various views, yet I 
ſcruple not to believe that the good of his church was the more 
intereſting object of his deſign; that his word might be tranſ- 
mitted from age to age, till the myſtery of his will ſhould be 
finiſhed in the ſalvation of his people. Much is ſaid likewiſe 
by our unbelievers about © the nature and fitneſs of things.” 
This is ſet up as the unerring ſtandard by which they profeſs 
to appreciate the truth of every propoſition. Let us look at it 
for a moment on the following ſubject. The great God is 
worthy of ſupreme love from man, and to be worſhipped in a 
way that is ſuitable to his own perfections and majeſty, or he 
is not. If he is not, we do well to baniſh all thought about 
him, and take our own courſe. But, where is the man who 
can do this A preſumptive evidence ariſes hence, that this 
fide of the propoſition cannot be admitted : and, therefore, if 
he be worthy of ſupreme love and ſuitable worſhip, then I aſk, 
Is there any thing derogatory to this ſaid © nature and fitneſs of 
things,” that the Moſt High ſhould preſcribe to man, 4ow this. 
ſupreme love ſhould be expreſſed ; and how this ſuitable wor- 
ſhip ſhould be performed? If ſo, it muſt be becauſe man is a 
better judge of the matter than his Maker. But, if the infi- 
nitely bleſſed God be competent to judge for himſelf; and, if 
his judgment is ſuperior to that of man; then no poſſible ex- 
cuſe can be formed for him who rejects the written word, and 
looks to what he calls © the nature and fitneſs of things,” as 
the guide of his conduct in his dealings with God. Is there a 
Man upon earth who is able to form a juſt judgment of the 
d/honour done to God's moral government by fin ? to ſay Box 
tranſgreſſion appears in lis fight ? to tell us whether he 20, 
or how he can, forgive the ſinner, without reyelation ? In 
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what a deplorable ſtate of guilty ignorance then, muſt that 


man be, who willingly turns away from the only friend that 


can anſwer fuch important queſtions ! Beſides, 
Can any one ſoberly ſuppoſe that man appeared in his preſent 


moral ſtate, as he came from his Maker's hand! Or that God 


would have de/troyed the creatures he has made, in zwantonneſi 
and port! That human nature is the ſubje& of vicious habits, 
is confeſſed by heathen moralists, as well as chriſtian writers : 


but, © whence is evil?“ is an inſolvable problem, an unan- 
ſwerable query, where the bible is not known. When thinking 
men ſaw the perpetual prevalence of moral evil, whether 


Greeks or Romans, and the ſcriptures not with them; is it 
any ſurprize that ſome thought of an evil god, in order to ac- 
count for ſuch an appearance] Perhaps it was the beſt conjec- 
ture they could adopt. But we have a ſure guide for our 
judgment. Read the life of Phzroah—of Nebuchadnezzar— 
of Alezander—of Ceſar ; whom Prideaus calls, © the greateſt 


0 peſt and plague that mankind then had "—and you will 


have a /pice of what man is to man. I call it a ſpice, becauſe 


theſe are only four names of all the tribes of men; and, com- 
' pared with them, there is not one but would exceed in every 


vice, if left to himſelf. It is not ſufficient to ſay that © man 
is a wolf to man ;” for, if external circumſtances concurred, 
and depravity not reſtrained, all would be prey on which he 
could lay his hand. And even holy mother Church, what 
deſtructive deviee has ſhe left untried, what nation or people 
have eſcaped her cruel arm, under the ſpecious profeſſion of 
« doing God ſervice !” little thinking that, while they were 
gratifying their own abominable paſſions, they were erecting 
a monument to perpetuate the truth of God's word! And 


indeed were it not for the withholding hand of him who fits 


in the heavens, the world would ſoon be an Aceldama at 
large. Such an effect muſt have a cauſe. But who can de- 
clare the cauſe, without the inſtruction of the ſacred page ? 


And it is no leſs evident, that God has overturned and over- 


turned the cities and the nations of the earth, and ſwept them 
with the beſom of deſtruction; and that he will continue to 


do it till the end ſhall come. And why? Becauſe his crea 
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tnres are innocent and harmleſs? Becauſe he delighteth in 
blood? N othing leſs. But man has revolted and rebelled, and 
is up in arms againſt his Maker and his Lord; the rights of 
_ * whoſe throne are indiſputably equitable ; the truth and purity 
of whoſe government are inviolably ſacred ; and cannot be 
transferred to another : and, therefore, while man continues 
to tranſgreſs, the Moſt High will continue to aſſert the autho- 
rity of his law, and to maintain the ſupremacy of his dominion. 
The Deift may ſee the outſide of theſe facts; but the ſprings 
and reaſons of them are only to be known by the word of 
trath. This book he diſcards; and therefore, remains in the 
dark. A darkneſs with which he pretends he is not affected; 
and from which he has nothing to fear: but, either the God 
of truth muſt change, or he has nothing but fear before him 
for ever. Jehovah has not preſerved his book in the world to 
this day, and made it his power to the ſalvation of millions, to 
have it run down with impunity at laſt; as though he were 
tired of pleading its cauſe No, my friend, his word is truth; 
and being, himſelf, the God of Truth, he will defend and 
dleſs it for all the ends of his own glory, in firſt giving it to 
man. Once more, 

The /e for which the Spirit of Truth ample the 8 
in the ſalvation of finners, is an irrefragable evidence that they 
are from heaven: for the God of glory would never reproach 
his character by treating a lie as he does his word. That men 

are changed from vice to virtue—that the dead in fin are quick- 
ened together with Chriſt—that they are called out of darkneſs 
into bis marvellous light are facts which cannot be made plainer 
than they are. They may be diſputed, they may be denied; 
and what may not, if men are ſo diſpoſed? But what truth 
then can be ſafely embraced ? However, it ſhould be always 
remembered, that theſe weapons. are never uſed when better 
can be found; and that they are the artillery only of weak op- 
ponents, and of a bad cauſe. When men are conſcious that 
they have truth on their fide, eſpecially the truth of God, they 
know it can ſpeak for itſelf, and that it is neither aſhamed to 
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be known, nor afraid to be examined. That finners are ſaved, 
is a delightful truth: and it is equally a truth, that 2% ſcrip. 
tures are able to make us wiſe to ſalvation, through faith in Chri 


| Feſus. They are uſed by the Holy Spirit to that end. Is the 


heart deſcribed as deceitful above all things, and dc </peratel, 
wicked © Is it ſaid, that man has deſtroyed himſelf, and that 5 
the law is the knowledge Fin? The ſinner being favored with 
the ſpirit of life, feels and confeſſes the affecting truth. He 
no longer juſtifies himſelf, nor trifles with his fin. The arrows 
of the Almighty ſtick faſt in his heart, and refuge fails him, 
(Put the careleſs infidel in this man's ſtead, and we ſhould 
hear no more of his boaſted confidence.) The Sor: of man is 
come to ſeek and to ſave, that which was loſs, He bas finiſhed 


' tranſgreſſion, made an end of fin, made reconciliation for iniquity, 


and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. Bleſſed is the man 
zwhoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe fin is covered. Bleſſed 
7s the man to wwhom the Lord will not impute iniquity. The ſpirit 
of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of Chriſt, opens 
his underſtanding, that he underſtands the ſcriptures ; and reads 
them with new eyes and new affections. Chriſt is revealed 
and embraced. The man is reconciled to God; and glories 
in a free and full ſalvation for the chief of ſinners. He has 
the knowledge of ſalvation through the forgiveneſs of his fins; 
and finds he has redemption in the blood of Chriſt, according 
to the riches of his glorious grace. Now the divine lawgiver 
is juſtified in all his claims. His holy law is an object of de- 
light: and Chriſt, the law-fulfiller, is his truſt and joy for 
ever. 
4 Tis this, and only this, ſubdues the fear of Death.“ 

Tue conqueſt is gained, and by faith he antedates the tri- 
umph of a glorious immortality. Holineſs to the Lord is 
written on his heart, and is purſued in his life, that God may 
be glorified. The divine perfections and purpoſes are diſplayed 


in the ſeriptures of truth. The love of the Father, Son, and Spirit, 


in the deſign and work of ſalvation, is there recorded. He reads 
and underſtands: and as the views of the divine glory brighten, 


46 


. nis heart is united, and he cleaves to the Lord. The love of 
Chriſt conflrains him to follow the Lamb whitherſoever be goes. 
He may be called to ſuffer tribulation, perſecution, famine, naked- 
neſs, peril, or feord, for the ſake of his maſter ; but he is more 
than conqueror in all theſe things through him that loved him. 
Being tanght by the ſame ſpirit, as the old teſtament ſaints, he 
can addreſs the Lord as they did. Thy teſtimonies have 1 taken 
as an heritage for ever: for they are the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart, Theſe are facts facts manifeſt to all the world, and 
muſt have a cauſe. The Deiß may attribute them to what 
cauſe he pleaſes; but it will be ultimately found, that no 
cauſe can be adequate to ſuch effects, except the power of 
Divine Truth impreſſed on the mind by the ſpirit of holineſs, 

It is in this way that God the Spirit z/es the ſcriptures in the 

ſalvation of finners. The Infidel may laugh at it as enthufi- 

aſtic cant: but, he would be mortified to know, that his 
contemptuous jeers confirm the book he deſpiſes; for the bible 

ſays, The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 

becauſe they are fooliſhneſs to him. So that his very conduct, as 
an Infidel, proves the bible to be of God. Our nation abounds 

with a character, from which, indeed, we have not an open 

diſayowal, or rejection of the ſcriptures, as from the Dei, 
(whether from motives of prudence or of conſcience, I ſay not,) | 
and yet the real importance of Divine Truth appears to be 
equally neglected by one as by the other: and, therefore, I 
may venture to ſay reſpecting bol they may 2hink they have 
religion enough they may Fatter themſelves with the hope of 
happineſs— but, according to the teſtimony of eternal truth, 
while God lives to defend it, they ¹i be born again, or periſh 
for ever. The name Chri/tian is not yet a reproach; though 
many, by words and actions, appear highly to diſreliſh what 
conſtitutes that character; for /iving faith in Chriſt has no 
favor either from their creed or their conduct. Nevertheleſs 
without he Spirit of Chriſt they are none of bis. To bea friend 
of Chriſt in zame and an enemy to him in heart, will leave a 
man in an awful ſtate another day. The man who has found 
2 worded ſpirit healed by the God of grace, can never treat 
his bible with indifference, much leſs with * leaſt of all 
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( 38 ) 
with contempt. He has no objetion to be called an Entbufiaf, 
while the Spirit of truth condutts him, by the word, to the 
falvation of God. And, though the Deift, confident of his 
ſafficiency, may now ſport bimſelf with his own deceivings ; 


yet—what follows? Jehovah ſays, Ye bave ſet at nought my 


counſel—1 will mock when your fear cometh. Prov. i. 25, 26, 
I am, Oe. 


LETTER VI. 


1 2 y 


— — — 


D EAR Sin, 


(CHurISTIANITY is neither more nor leſs than the laft dif 
- penſation of revealed religion. The way of ſalvation has been 
one from the firſt appearance of fin until now. It may be cal- 
led a mew, economy, but a new religion it is not. And J have 
three witneſſes to prove my aſſertion, whoſe authority will not 
preſently be overthrown. Peter informs us, that the prophets 
had the Spirit of Chrift, and that, by them, he teſtified before 
hand'zhe , ſufferings of Chrift, and the glory that fhould follnv, 
Paul told Agrippa, that he preached none other things than 
thoſe which the prophets and Moſes ſaid ſhould come : that 
Chrift fbould ſuffer, and that he ſhould be tbe firfl that fhould 
riſe from the dead. And, our Lord, in diſcourſe with his diſci- 
_ ples ſaid, O fools, and flow of heart, to believe all that the 
prophets have ſpoken, Ought not Chrift to have fu offered theſe 
things, and to enter into Bis glory? And beginning at Moſes, 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the ſcrip- 
tures, the things concerning Simſelf. By which you ſee—1. 
That the /effrings and glory of Chrift made the capital ſubject 
of the old teftament miniſtry and faith. Had not this been the 
fact, there had been no propriety in our Lord's reproving the 
ſlowneſs of his diſciples to believe it.—2. That the Spirit of 
Chriſt in the prophets is a diſtin, divine perſon, from the 
Father and the Son. Holy men of old ſpale as they were moved 


by the Holy Ghoſt. The teſtimony of Jeſus is the Spirit of Prophecy 


( 39 ) 


A virtue, or property, is not a W voluntary agent; and, 
therefore, can teach neither prophets nor apoſtles. None but 
God can know the ſecrets of his will; but the Spirit ſearcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of Ged: and hence they are 
revealed unto tis holy apoftles and prophets by the Spirit, It fol- 
lows therefore, —3. That Chriſtianity is only the ultimate diſ- 
covery of the will of God, reſpecting the ſalvation of finners, 
For what purpoſe, but the knowledge of this truth, were men 
inſpired to write the ſcriptures? If finners could have been 
ſaved another way, Chriſt was a needleſs character. If we 
could have known his falvation by other means, to the glory 
of God, why was his word put into our hands? Take this truth 
out of it, and the bible would be no more than another hiſtory. 
Hiftory ! did I fay? Nay, confider it as an Bi and what 
is it but a narration of facts concerning this glorious truth ] 
Who can read the 4;/tory of Abraham and his poſterity, in the 
line of Jacob, without ſeeing an inſeparable connection between 
that Patriarch and the promiſed Meſſiah, the incarnate Son of 
God! To Abrabam and to his ſeed was preached the ſame goſ- 
pel as to us, And, if you read the ſong of the Virgin and of 
Zacharias, you will obſerve that the advent of Chrift is cele- 
brated, emphatically, as the fulfilment of the ancient promiſe 
made to Abraham their father. Though the promiſe, when 
_ accompliſhed, might appear with circumſtances of additional 
| glory and fulneſs; yet it was not unexpected and new in itſelf: 
it brought them the ſame truth which their fathers had ſeen 
and embraced, and by which they were ſaved, for thouſands 
of years before. And, who can read the % of ancient facri- 
fices, without ſeeing the ſalvation of Chriſt repreſented by 
them! Had Moſes, Noah, or Abel deviſed them, would they 
have been acceptable to God? The thought i is fooliſhneſs. The 
practice would have been profane and cruel. Confider it as it 
is, a divine appointment, and it throws a light all over the 
ſacred page, which ſhews.us the ſignificant meaning of ſacriſi- 
cal language, when uſed of Chriſt, without which we muſt . 
have remained in the dark to the end of the world. 
The character now before me prfeſſes to receiye the bible as 
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the word of God; and therefore is to be conſidered in ſome 
reſpects, in a different light from the Deiſt though the real 
difference between them is not ſo great as perhaps may be ap- 
prehended. For my own part, I conceive the one to be as far 
from the kingdom of God as the other. If a man tells me the 
ſcriptures are of divine original, and yet denies the truth of 
_ what conſtitutes the only ſun in that firmament; where is 
the gſſential difference between him and the man who denies 
the bible altogether? Has not the Det the advantage of his 
neighbour ? We muſt not uſe the word Socinian, becauſe this is 
deemed © a term of reproach.” As we are not governed by 
mere ſound, let it therefore be Upitariun. That this man's 
religion and hope can have no firmer baſis in Divine Truth than 
that of the Def, will appear in the ſequel. Chriſtianity 1 in- 
cludes, among other important articles, the congueft which 
Chriſt obtained over his own, and the. enemies of his people, 
Hence he is ſaid by David, to have led captivity captive; and 
by Paul, to have made a ſhow of them openly, 2riumphing over 
them in his croſs, or in himſelf. ' If men believe not, devils 
know it, for they feel his triumpbant congueft. Nor can chriſ. 
tianity be properly underſtood, or repreſented, where this 
thought is omitted. When a perſon takes a book prefæſſcdly 
written on © the evidences of Chriſtianity,” he conſiders him- 
ſelf invited to attend a royal triumph; and while the cavalcade 
is paſſing before him, he indulges a pleaſing hope of beholding 
the perſonage for whoſe honour it is ſaid to be deſigned. But, 

ſometimes, how ſadly difappointed ! The proceſſion is cloſed, | 
and—No Conqueror! Behold, he is dead—or detained—or ſo 
diſguiſed as not to be known | This is the effect of reading 
Mr. Clarke's reaſons for being a chriſtian, For ſtyle and com- 
poſition, it is good; but, on this ſubject, it is effentially de- 
fective. There is not a ſentence, either on the great ſalvation 
of God, on the nature and neceſſity. of faith in Chrift, the Savi- 
our of ſinners, or on the gracious work of the Holy Spirit; 
without which, the bible knows nothing of Chriſtianity; and, 
without the experience of which, I cannot be ſaved, And. 
with what propriety a © religion” ſo defective can be eſtcemed 


Py ' ; : * . 


644 


« the ſource of the richeſt CONSOLATIONS, as Dr. Toulmin ex- 

preſſes it, and © the ground of the nobleſt more ;” I confeſs I 

cannot underſtand ; for, however convincing it may prove to 

the reaſon of a Deiſt, it affords no encouragement to the wounded 
oonſcience. Forgiveneſs,” indeed, is once mentioned as ble, 

p. 13. but it is added, that © repentance and reformation are 

the conditions” of it; which is ſo far from laying a foundation 

for © hope and conſolation,” that it leaves the man, who is ſen- 
fible of his finful ſtate, in deſpair of ſalvation for ever—it diſ- 

honours the moral character of God—and it contradicts the 

expreſs word of truth, which declares, without ſhedding cf 
Blood there is no remiſſion. And once the term * mediator” 

occurs, p. 14. But not a ſyllable is there connected with it, 

by which you are to learn either the nature of the office, the 

ends of its appointment, or the b enjoyed in conſequence 

of it, according to the ſcriptures. For, whatever may be ſaid 

of a“ patriot, as it bears no analogy to our Lord's mediation, 

it is totally irrelevant, and therefore impertinent—it is evi- 

dently calculated to lead the reader away from the ſubject, and 

therefore dangerous—and, conſequently, Where the reaſons 

for being a chriftian are given, /uch a term ſhould never 

appear. | | | 

Nor can it anſwer any valuable purpoſe, to write on The 

© practical efficacy of the unitarian doctrine ;” if that doQrine 

gives no account of * the depravity of human nature, the 

« deity and atonement of Chriſt, juſtification by the imputation 

* of his righteouſneſs, the trinity, and ſatisfaction to the di- 

| vine juſtice:“ * for theſe doctrines are as eſſential to chriſti- 

anity, or revealed religion, as light and heat to the Sun. If, 

therefore, they are to be rejected, the man is as ſafe in pagan 

darkneſs, as though he were called a chriſtian; for he has as 
much ſaving knowledge of God without the bible as with it. 

We might as well exclude moral agency from natural religion, 

a © the deity and atonement of Chriſt” from revealed; for, as 
| moral agency is effential to holineſs and happineſs, ſo are © the 

deity and atonement of Chriſt” to the ſalvation of a ſinner. 

One cannot help wondering how authors, who appear to be far 
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* Dr. Toulmin's Letters to Mr. Fuller. p. 11. 
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the public mind by their own ; and the Lord ſuffers it to ful] 


bered, that, with the croſs of Chriſt are gone all the ſprings and 


has ſuch a conviction and perſuaſion of the true and real deity 
. of the Son and Holy Spirit, that he muft be deprived of his 


and the fruit of the croſs of Chriſt, flowing from the fulneſs 


believer is called, is, 10 pret on Chrift by baptiſm. But, as this 


himſelf to Dr. T. or intends doing it.] 


br; 8. 255 Wo —— the term 9 * to the crols 
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from being deſtitute of common ſenſe, can expect that ſuch 
partial ſtatements of chriftianity can poſſibly gain credit with 
the public And yet, why wonder! Men naturally meafure 


his word. The croſs of Chriſt has always been a fiumbling- 
block and rock of offence ; and fo it will remain till men be- 
come fools that they may be wiſe. If the Lord Jeſus be only 
confidered as a popular Patriot, or merely as a ſuperior Moral, 
and if men may be ſaved by their repentance and good works, 
then is the offence of the croſs ceaſed. But, it ſhould be remem- 


motives of the obedience of faith, which alone 1 is acceptable in the 
fight of God. 

Revealed religion without“ the Trinity” is perfectly unintel- 
ligible. By whatever evidence we arrive at the knowledge of 
God the Father, by the ſame we are taught the deity of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. The authority is one; whether it 
be external or internal: by external I mean the teſtimony of 
the divine cord and, by internal, I mean a ſenſe of pardon 
in experience. The man who has taſted the Lord is gracious 


own conſciouſnefs before he can give up the truth. His 
ſtability may be called an enthufiaſtic fancy, or the cant of a 
party; but he knows it to be the effect of the Spirit's operation, 


of ſovereign grace: and, therefore, he is neither afraid nor 
aſhamed to acknowledge the truth to the glory of God. The 
moſt fignificant act of perſonal public worſhip to which the 


ordinance is a ſtanding teſtimony to the doctrine of the Trinity; 
and, as the believer profeſſes, in that folemn act of worſhip, bis 
faith in this doQrine : hence it follows, that he who denies the 
doctrine can neither be proper fubje& nor adminiſtrator of the 
ordinance ; becauſe the ordinance, withont the doctrine is void 
of meaning. {But I underſtand that Mr. Fuller has replied 


Here I return to my firſt intended ſabje& © The  ſarifatim 
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of Chriſt, is not found in the ſcriptures ; but, finding the 
dz@rine there, I make no ſcruple to uſe the word. And when 
an author © boaſts” of expreſſing himſelf “ in the words of 
ſcripture,” as Dr. ＋ oulnin does, I may be permitted to call it 
a vain and empty Boat; becauſe if ſome words of ſcripture 


may be cited without comparing them with others, and without 
an explanation ; what error might not be countenanced by ſuch 


conduct? If merely repeating an unconnected part of God's 
word, is to eſtabliſh what the author pleaſes; then farewell to 
all detection of error, and all ſupport of truth, from the ſacred 
page! becauſe one perſon will produce ſcripture as well as 
another; and, if no comparifon of paſſages, or explanation, be 
admitted, all may be right, however contradictory. Dr. Towt- 
min could not mean to maintain ſuch a thought as this, 
becauſe it would defeat his own defign ; for, if this be a proper 
mode of proceeding, all hypotheſes, however oppoſite, have 
the ſame ground on which to, reſt, and the ſame authority for 
proving. their truth. But, if ſcripture may be compared with 
ſcripture, or if other words may be uſed to convey our appre- 
henfion of its meaning, as the Dr. himſelf has done; then it 
neceſſarily follows that all ſuch © boafting” is empty and vain ; 

and therefore ought to be given up, as ſuch, by all bonef? 
enquirers after the truth. My bible no where ſays that 
* Jehovah is due perſon”—or that the divine being is one perſon,” 
but I read that baptiſm is to be adminiſtered in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And Paul prayed 
that the grace of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the love of God, and' 
the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, might be with the Corinthian _ 
Church. Whether baptiſm and prayer be not ſolemn acts f 

religious worſhip, every one can judge. But in each of theſe 
| fexts there are zhree perſons evidently implied, and as poſſeſſing 
ne nature, or they could not be united in the ſame act of 
religious worſhip. Theſe paſſages are parts of the divine word, 
or they are not. If they be zot, expunge them, for they 
cannot profit us. If they ze, then God ſpeaks the truth in 
them, or he does not. If he does ot, reject them, for they 
may do us hurt, It ſignifies nothing to criticize upon them, 


_ 


"Fa ( al 


for they cannot be made to ſpeak better ſenſe than they dn 
already; and, therefore, if they do not ſpeak the truth, diſcard 
them at once : but if they do, then I have the advantage of 
the Unitarian. I have his authority for uſing an unſcriptural 
expreſſion, and I have the ſuffrage of the old and new teſta- 
ment to confirm my ſenſe of it; while the /erſe of his expreſſions 
is manifeſtly contradicted by the teſtimony of God nn 
It is needful to obſerve here, to open our way, 
1. That, though man was formed in the image of God, and 
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"furniſhed with moral ability for glorifying his Maker ; yet, 
now he is a ſinner : and, as a finner, deſerves at the hand of 
his lawgiver all that was meant in the ſanction of the law. 

Let that penalty include whatever it may, the whole was 
deſerved in conſequence of fin. The wages of fin is Data. 
This is the voice of the old and new teſtament. 

2. That, though 4% have ſinned and come ſhort of the 
glory of God ; yet ſome are ſaved, with an everlaſting ſalvation, 
The penalty Ts not inflicted on a7. This truth is no leſs 
aflerted in the ſacred page than the other. They ſtand or fall 
together. If, theretore, it be allowed, that men have finned, 
and yet that finners are ſaved, then I affert, 

3. That this could 70? be effected without /atis/a@ion made 
by the Saviour. By ſatigſuctien I mean, that Chriſt did and 
ſuffered all the law required in the ſtead of his people—and 
that this was xece/ary to their ſalvation and eternal glory. | 

: With pleaſure I confeſs that*the ſalvation of any of Adams | 
y 7 race is the effect of the ſovereign good ⁊uill of God. Or, ther 
5 g are ſaved, as the ſcriptures teſtify, according to the riches of bi 
„ grace. Here was no neceſſity, or previous obligation; for, as all 
* have ſinned, a# deſerved to die; and, had all periſhed with 
„ | fallen angels, he had neither been unkind nor unjuſt in the 
#* 4 puniſhment of one any more than the other. And, it is equal! 
| | plain that the conſtitution and appointment of Chriſt to the 
| 1 office and work of the Mediator, was the fruit of his will and 
| Hl i» | By wiſdom ; for, no part of human nature had a right of. 
18 union to the Son of God, nor was the Son of God under an) 
bl , Jes obligation to zake upon him the ſeed Fi OO but 
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che perſon of the Mediator and the work he had to perform, 
muſt all be reſolved into the gracious deſign of the divine 
will—not ſo ſatigfaction to divine juſtice. This was necęſſary, 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, becauſe 5 3 | 

1. The divine law, the law of nature, nut be honored. 


inſtitute a law, the bolineſs of whoſe nature, and the penalty 
of whoſe ſanction, ſhould be unworthy of himſelf. - Its requi- 
fitions were equitable, and its penalty juſt, For this reaſon, 
the great Legiflator could not but neceſſarily will the ſupport 
of its authority. And, willing it, be could not, conſiſtent 
with his nature and character, give up its defence. The obe- 
dience it enjoined was not performed ; but, the penalty it 
threatened, was incurred. Had, therefore, any ſinner been 
ſaved and the law not magnified, the divine Being had relin- 
quiſhed his character. As is the Law, ſuch is the Lawgiver, 
| naturally and neceſſarily holy, juft and good; and he cannot 
will himſelf to be hut what fe is; and, conſequently, he muſt = 
will himfelf to be known to his creatures as he is: and hence 
follows, neceſſarily, punitive juſtice on fin committed, whether 
ſinners are ſaved or not. Had any finner been ſaved, and the 
law not duly honored, the great God muſt have renounced the 
truth of his word, and have changed his nature; for puniſhing 
juſtice is neither more nor leſs than a confirmation of his truth, 
and a tranſcript of his holy nature. I ſaid he muſt renoumce the 
| truth of his word: Speaking to God, the prophet ſays, Thoz art 
| of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canſt not look on iniquity. 
Moſes alſo declares that Fehowab, whoſe name is jealous, is a 
Jealous God. And the Lord himſelf ſays of fin, 04 do not this. 
abominable thing that I hate. And again, for all theſe are 
| things that I hate, ſaith the Lord. And before Moſes he pro- 
claimed his name to be, The Lord God—that will by no means 
clear the guilty. This evidence may ſuffice. And he muſt alſo 
| have changed his nature. For, if he does not neceſſarily will to 
puniſh fin, he muſt not only will to connive at it, but even to 
| Juftify it, There is no alternative. He that juſtifieth the wicked, 
an abomination to the Lord; and, conſequently, he cannot do 
it himſelf, It comes then to this, my friend, till ſome man 
| ſhall come forward and prove, on divine authority, that God 
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| does nor neceſfarily hate and will to puniſh fin, I ſhall mait. 


tain that he does both; and that, therefore, no ſinner can be 
faved at the expence of. the divine law. 

2. Satisfaction is likewiſe neceſſary for the happineſs of the 
 fomer. We ſee in our father Adam, and we feel in ourſelves, 
that there is no freedom in the preſence of God while guilt 
prevails in the boſom, and love to his character is far from the 
heart. There is no happineſs in God without fellowſhip with 
him. There is no fellowſhip with him without reconciliation 
to him. There is no reconciliation to him witheut the know- 
ledge of Chriſt the mediator between him and us. The media- 
tor that has magnified the law and made it honorable—has 
obeyed its precepts and endured its penalty—that God may be 
juſt, as well as gracious, in ſaving the ſinner. Jehovah ſays he 
is a juft God, and a Saviour; but, till this is known to be 
truth, no man, that is convinced of his own ftate, and the 
divine character, can venture to ſtand before him in judgment. 
But the Son of God incarnate, is ſet forth on purpoſe to de- 
monſtrate the righteouſneſs of God, in pardoning the fin, and 
juſtifying the perſon, of him that believeth in Jeſus: and 
through faith in him, the man is reconciled to God and rejoices 
before him. Bleſſed be his name, the word of reconciliation is 
in our hands, and zie miniſtry of reconciliation is with us; may 


the Spirit of all grace give us faith to receive it to the glory 


of God. Now then we conſider | 

3. That the law is honored, and the ſinner ſaved, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the glory of God. This is the reigning doctrine of 
all the. word of truth; and, contrary to which, there is not a 
ſentenee from firſt to laſt. Hence great Paul ſays, Do zue then 
make void the [aw through faith ® God forbid: yea, we eftablſh 
the law. By faith he evidently means the doctrine of faith, 
the ſatisfaction of Chriſt : and the notion, that this doctrine 


males void the law, he treats with abhorrence. And when he 


fays it is efabl;/bed by faith, he plainly teaches that its glory 


could not have been manifeſted, nor its authority ſupported, to 


the honour of the lawgiver, had not the Saviour died according 
to the ſcriptures. The pure-nature of the law, the equity of 
its claims, the horrid nature of fin, and the juſtice of God is 
the damnation o finners; bad never been fully diſplayed to 


6 


the world, had it not been for the obedience and death of our 


glorious Immanuel. But here they ſhine with a ſpendor, that 


men indeed diſlike, but God approves for ever. No man can 
feel more genuine philanthropy, or labor more for the good of 


men, than our apoſtle ; and yet he ſaid, though wwe, or an 


« angel from heaven, preach any ober goſpet unto you, W 


« that which we have preached unto you, ler him be accurſed.” 


This was deliberately ſpoken to the glory of God, and not from 


| malevolence to the falſe apoſtles. But we need not be confi- 
ned to the ſervant, the maſter teaches the ſame truth. In his 
ſermon on the mount, he ſays, Think not that I am come to 
deſtroy the law or the prophets : I um not come to deſtroy, but to 


falſil. And what man in the world can inform me how Chriſt . 


fulfilled them, who denies his vicarious ,obedience and death? 
I faid vicarious, becauſe, if he acted not expreſsly in the name 
and ftead, as well as in the nature of his church and .people, 
their ſalvation could not be the effect of his croſs, to which it 
is aſcribed. Hence Paul ſays, he was made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law. Here, you ſee, he ſtood 


in their law-place, in order to redeem them according to law. 


For which reaſon we read that God purchaſed the church with 
his own blood; and that Chriſt _ his life a ranſom for 
many, 

Here let me a were 8 the law i in Adam 
| their federal head. This i is implied in Chriſt being made under 
the law for them; for, if they had not been thus conſidered, 
| how could Adam As been the figure, or type of Chriſt? or. 
why ſhould the apoſtle make ſuch a poſitive declaration con- 

N him? But, having finned in Adam, 


be penalty of the law was incurred; and, if ever r they were 


= the penalty muſt be inflited. Had it been inflicted on 
them, they could not have been ſaved; and, as it was ſettled 
before they finned, that they ſhould be ſaved, therefore the 
penalty muſt be neceſſarily inflicted on another. And that 


| Other ſhould be one who profeſſedly, and in truth, legally re- 


preſented them; or, in the eye of the law, his ſufferings 
could not be i as theirs, or be wo to their account, 
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was only to be found in Chriſt. Theſe are his words : And 
the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak. unto Aaron and 
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as their exemption 511 deſerved puniſhest. Obrist himſelf. 


was not pardoned, for he ſuffered according to the full intent 


and meaning of the threatening : and, if he had not ſuffered in 
the eſteem of the lawgiver, expreſsly as their repreſentative, 
the bleſſing of pardon had no more been extended to hem, than 
to im. For, what is pardon, bnt an exemption from ſuffering 
according to law? But this puniſhment they never can Endure, 
becauſe they are forgiven all treſpaſſes for his name ſak 
Hence you are informed by infallible truth, that he redeeme 
them from the curſe of the law, by being made a curſe for them— 
that God ſpared not his own ſon, but freely delivered him up fir 
, all—that the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and by 
his firipes we are healed. In ſhort, that even when wwe were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his ſon. 

portion this, of the divine word, as replete with glorious grace 
as it is with eternal truth. But, he could not ſuffer the penalty 
due to their fins, except their fins were charged to his account, 
On this alſo, the bible is not ſilent. Their fins were not im- 
puted to hem, becauſe they were imputed to im.. This was 


taught by the doctrine of ſacrifices: for, without this, the 


whole of that ſervice was an empty, vain parade; affording no 
inſtruction to man, and of courſe not worthy of the divine ap- 
pointment. When the holy ſpirit of wiſdom and truth gives 
orders for that ſervice, he ſpeaks in the abſtract of what our 
tranſlation calls the .in. Mering, the more ſtrongly to impreſs 


our minds with the deſign and importance of that inftitution 


and the more fully to ſhew us that the ſubſtance of that ſhadow 


- 


unto his ſons, ſaying, This is the Law of the fin : In the place 
where the burnt- offering is killed, all the ſin be killed before 


the Lord. This is the language of the divine Inftitutor him- 


ſelf, and therefore expreſſive of his meaning; the which we 


never do well to forget, becauſe it is eſſential to the intention of 


the appointment. But, why was the ſacrifice denominated f nf" 
For no other reaſon than becauſe the n of the perſon, for 
whom it was ſacrificed, was laid upon it, at leaſt by confeſſion. 


* 
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And, having the perſon's ſin upon it, then it was killed and | 


offered as a ſacrifice to God, expreſsly in the name and ſtead of 
that perſon whoſe fin it bore, to make an atonement for him, 
that he might not die for that fin. Hereby he was taught that 
he deſerved to die for that fin, and that he could not be ex- 
empted from the puniſhment, without the ſhedding of the 
blood of another for him ; but that, by virtue of his ſacrifice 
dying in his ftead, he was forgiven, By this work the faith of 
the old teſtament ſaints was directed to Jeſus Chriſt as Bearing 
their ſin, and ching in their ſtead, that they might live before 
God for ever. Hence they were told, in the time of their ſa- 
- crifices, that h Lord had laid, or made to meet on him, the 
iniquity of all his people that his ſoul was made fin—that he bare 
the fin of many—and that it was under this conſideration, and 
no other, that he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed 
for our iniquities. It was tor this reaſon, and not another, that 
\ Jehovah willed, or was pleaſed to bruiſe him, and put him to 
grief. This was the will, or pleaſure of God, concerning which 
the Saviour ſaid, both by David and by Paul, Lo I come, to do 
thy will, O God! And, in the garden he ſays, The cup which 
my Father has given me, hall I not drink it! To illuſtrate and 
confirm the defign of the ancient ſacrifices to us alſo, the in- 
ſpired Paul declares that he was made ſin (a) for us, who knew 
no ſin that he hare our fins in his own body on the tree—and 
that he put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. On which ground 
the chief of finners are ſaved to the glory of God. By this 
iketch of evidence, from the conſiſtent teſtimony of ſcripture, 
it appears that our adorable Immanuel, in his own perſon, en- 
dured the penalty due to the fins of his people, for their redemp- 
tion, forgiveneſs, and ſalvation. To look at the death of 
Chriſt, but not as having this deſign and effect, is to behold an 
event, the moſt wonderful in all the empire of God, for which 
no reaſon can be given; becauſe, if the above ſcriptures, with 
others of ſimilar import, afford not a juſt ſtate of the nature 
and end of the fact, no better can be deviſed by the ſons of 
men. Was Jeſus a holy, innocent character, and merely a 


man like ourſelves * Then he ſuffered wnjuftly, both from the 


Jews, the Romans, and from God ; for, as he had not injured 
: D * G 


by: 
-Y 
& 
by 
E 
* 
* 
YL 
it 
Ta 
A. 
Oo 


1 
4 


* 
Fa S 
* 
# 
A 
"i 
3 
4 1 
. 7 
# 
9 
3 
0 


IJ 
* 
ws 
. 
6 

3 
7 
* 
7 


9 


. 3 KEE 0s r > - 8 = . - 
Dos ed Rs”. bf — 4 r — — 4 * r * q — C 4 5 7 IE = 3 y 1 * 
nas ju L 77 2. 7 9892 5 8 * N err 1 Fs - 0 5 — — yo 7 W 8 * — 9 . Nn — * * p 
OW Tos ow - TP , RS $7 Sint 5 = 6 erer 25 nne - : > 72 ir FRY N * * SETS + 5 , Y 
3 % — i N #3 > — N «a Y r Set - : b 2 — > 1 - * — 8 E — = 
4 : 75 z 7 £ n : e * — A. nn I a SIE ITO: r = . = "ky +20 
* 5 : . N ccc nya FE; 2 — 8 22 S 
r A I W L 0 3 CEL F-s =. 
* 
— 


2 
* 


N he 4 ES SR 3 SY, 
r 8 e 


PI —_ 
S 
Ale 


rn N 
"a N — — 2 die — 
88 


k E Dy 


/ 49> 


a 


\ bp 
Ss; 


_ 


- 


(0) 


them, ſo he had not offended Bim. But was he only a mays 
Did he not declare himſelf to be the Son of God, and that he 
was equal with the Father? Did he not in perſon, and by his 
diſciples, proclaim forgiveneſs in his blood, and ſalvation by 
his croſs ? But, if his true character does not anſwer to this re- 
cord, then he was an Impoſtor, and exght to have ſuffered as 
he did. The Jews did right in detecting and puniſhing him; 
becauſe he not only profeſſed to be Jehovah's ſpecial meſſenger, 
but that he was alſo the true God, and eternal life. Yet, it 
ſhould be remembered, that if the Jews are to be juſtified for 
puniſhing 4:22, the conduct of God cannot be juſtified for pu- 
niſhing lem. And if the atonement of Chriſt is to be conſi- 
dered © as ſimply a medium, through which God has been 
< pleaſed to exerciſe mercy toward the penitent ;” then his 
ſatisfaction muſt be given up, or explained away; which, 
nevertheleſs, is the glory of the ſacred page. Once more, the 
law had not only a penalty to inflict in conſequence of fin, but 
it likewiſe had a demand of 

 Perfedt obedience; or a finleſs righteouſneſs. Though the 
law could honorably Forgive the man when his ſurety had borne 
the penalty for him, yet it could not ig him without a 
complete obedience. 'This the man bad not performed; and, 
therefore, if it were not performed for him, he could not hare 
boldneſs in the lawgiver's preſence ; becauſe he could not diſ- 
penſe with the demands of his law. The righteous Lord lovell 
righteouſneſs, But pardon does not make a man righteous ; nay, 
it proves he has ſinned: and, conſequently, he can have no 
acceptance with God, without a righteouſneſs commenſurate 
to his law. The man, in himſelf, is ungodly, and yet he 1s 
juſtified -. for the God of glory juſtifies the ungodly. As, there- 
fore, the man has not a righteouſneſs of his own performing, 
he muſt have a righteouſneſs wrought out by another : and, 
this righteouſneſs muſt be legally his, or he cannot be accepted 
for its ſake. The law muſt be obeyed expreſsly in his name 
and ſtead, or the obedience performed cannot ſtand to his ac: 
count. Before the act of one can be conſidered legally as the 

a of another, ſo as for the end of the law to be anſwered by 

the ſaid act when performed; there muſt be a legal relation 7 


(51) 
union ſubfiſting between them. It is only in this view, and 
on this principle, that we are ſaid to be crucified, and dead, 
with Chriſt; on the one hand; and on the other, that we are 
alle tbe righteouſneſs of God in him. Hence Chriſt, by his 
obedience, is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, to every one 
that believes. His righteouſneſs is theirs, for God has imputed 
it to them. This is the way in which he is -zade righteouſneſs 
unto them"; and through which they are made righteous by his 
obedience. Their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord. In 
ſhort, he is zhe Lord our righteouſneſs. In the clear perception, 
and full perſuaſion of this truth for himſelf, Paul beheld his 
fate when he ſaid, And be found in Chriſt, vor having ay ohn 
righteonſneſs, which is of the law, but ht which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, /e righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. To 
bring in this everlaſting righteouſneſs was the end, or final cauſe 
of the Saviour's obedience to the moral law. This 1s the righte- 
ouſneſs that is revealed in the old and the new teftament—that 
13- brought near to the man by the Spirit of Truth ; and is the 
object of As faith for juſtification in the fight of God. The 
whole of which is atteſted, diſplayed, confirmed, by the re/ur- 
 redtion of Chriſt from the dead; and hence the apoſtle expreſsly 
lays, he wwas raiſed again for our juſtification. It is God that 
Juftifieth. It is Chriſt that died; yea, rather, that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God. The reſurrection of 
Chriſt was no part of his obedience, but the beginning of he 
glory that 2was to follow, and ſo was a proof that his obedience 
was complete; and his being ſeated at Ae right hand of God, is 
DEMONSTRATION that the ſatisfaction of his obedience and death 
is accepted in the heavens. Now this ſatisfaction was accepted 
of God, as perfect or imperfect, for the end of infinite wiſdom. 
If imperfect, then it is not true that he has redeemed his people 
from the curſe of the law, nor is he the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to them; and, if ſo, then the ſcripture is not 
true. If it was REP as perfect, then the value and virtue 
E of his obedience and death, did not only flow from the divine 
, but neceſſarily aroſe from the dignity and glory of the 
= 7<:/0: obeying and dying; and, conſequently, his ſatisfaction 
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being in 7/elf, infinitely adequate to the honor of God in the 
ſalvation of his people, it could not fail of acceptance with in- 
finite holineſs and truth: the realig of which is loudly pro- 
claimed by his rifing from the dead, and having a ſeat in the 
heavens for ever. Here Divine Truth ſhines, and will continue 
to ſhine, in all her native beauty, till the heavens be no more. 

Detach this truth from the reſurrection of Chriſt, and there 
is no more in it, by which the holy Spirit can quiet a guilty 
conſcience, feed a believer's hope, or draw the heart to God, 
than in any other occurrence whatſoever. And, by whomſo- 
ever this truth is denied, it leaves the oppoſer open to the 
pointed addreſs of the apuſtle—Bebold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 


and periſh. Whatever was truth, in the perſon and croſs of 


Chriſt zher, is ſo till; and, therefore, oppoſition to it now, is 
equally finful and dangerous as it was len. In the opinion of 
ſome, the Duitarian and the Dei/t may ſeemingly differ ; but, 
unleſs I miftake, they radically agree; ſeeing both deny the 
only ground of hope which the ſcriptures afford ; and there is 
no other. Other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, 
which is Feſus Chriſt. No man can come wnto the Father, but hy 
Aim. This is the teſtimony of eternal truth; and, therefore, 
when this is taken away, the Deiſt and the Unitarian are both 
on the ſame ground. They may have a hope of happineſs, and 
who has not? But, when God riſes up to judgment, except it 
be good hope through grace, they muſt periſh for ever. Well 


does our Lord fay, the <uhole need not a phyſician, but they 


that are c; for it is no breach of charity to conelude, that if 
a man knew the plague of his own heart, nothing would {a- 


tisfy his conſcience and ſupport his hope, in the view of death 


and judgment, but the ſatisfaction of Chriſt and an intereſt in 
his ſalvation. This letter is already longer than firſt intended, 
for which reaſon I cloſe without increaſing it by apology. 

5 | I am, &c. . 
P. S. See (A) p. 49. Made fin. 2. Cor. v. 21. Here our tranſlators 


have omitted the term gering; and why they ſhould place it in the 
old teſtament J know not. I have examined, for ought I know, all the 


places where ſin-offering occurs, and find no word in the original fo: 


{( & ] 

offering) but-uniformly in. That the notion of a ſacrifice is not com- 
lete until it is offered, is granted; but the mode of expreſſion univer- 
 fally adopted by the Spirit of truth, ſeems neceſſarily to imply the previous 
imputation of fin before it can be offered as a ſacrifice in any ſenſe of 
the word. And that Chriſt is a /in-offer:ing is true, but the thought of 
his being previouſly made ſin, by having the fins of his people laid upon 
bim, or imputed to him, is moſt generally forgotten; which yet is 
eſſentially neceſſary in order to have a juſt and ſcriptural underſtanding 
of the doctrine before us. And this doctrine well underſtood, as the 
Spirit of wiſdom has left it in the ſacred volume, will ſhew us the fal- 
lacy and danger, not of the Unitarzan ſentiment only, but of the 
Arminian likewiſe : for we are taught hereby that Chriſt was a true 
and real ſacrifice for the fins of his people, and for no more of the 
human race than are made the 77g hteouſneſs of God in him. 


6 


LETTER VII. 8 


Dear Sin, 


WHAT Ifaiab calls the fare mercies of David, and what the 9 
Apoſtle means by ſpiritual bleſſings, I conſider as ſupernatural ; 4 
| becauſe they were given, and are manifeſted, to the ſubjects of 
them, under a conſideration above the original ſtate of the 
creature, Of which the creature, as ſuch, had neither enjoy- 
ment nor knowledge. The wonderful plan of grace and of 
glory concentred in Chriſt, as the head and the huſband of his 
body the church. This is altogether the effect of the divine 
wiſdom and will; and, when the aſtoniſhing deſign is fulfilled, 
Wt ſhall be wholly 20 2e praiſe of bis glorious grace. Here the | 
Moſt High appears, not as the common Creator and Lord of 1 
wan and his poſterity, but as the ſovereign diſpenſer of unme- 
ited fayors; and gives abſolute certainty of their final poſſeſſion, 
by veſting them all in the hand of his Son. Chrift and his 
church have ever been one ; nor can any change in the creature 
diſſolve the relation, Adam and Eve continued their union, | 
though not their dbedience. The ſatisfaRion of Chriſt in behalf 
of his people, and their felicity as flowing therefrom, proceed 
upon this principle. This is the truth, which the Spirit of grace 
gives the heirs of glory, as the ſource of their hope, the 
ground of their comfort, and the earneſt of their inheritance. 
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The Arminian differs, in profeſſion, from both the preceding 
characters; but, if his hope agree with the diſtinguiſhing article 
of his creed, he is as far from happineſs as they. What I mean 
by his diſtinguiſhing ſentiment is this That the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift obeyed and died for all the human race equally and alike— 
as truly for thoſe who periſh, as for thoſe who are ſaved, (a) 
Were not men more concerned for their own, than for the glory 
of God, who would defend ſuch a thought as this! If it be 
allowed indeed that men fave themſelves, then this doQrine 
may be true; but, if God be the Saviour of ſinners, then it muſt 
be falſe: and, a falſehood of deeper guilt and more accumulated 
aggravation, who can name! The word, the character, and the 
hand of God, are all engaged to prove that ſalvation is, 702 the 
work of man, but of the Moſt High; the whole of which muſt 
either be trifled away, or openly denied, by the man who be- 
lieves the Saviour died for thoſe in hell, For, if the general 
ranſom be admitted, it follows of courſe, as the Unitarian holds, 
that he made ſatisfaction for none. Here both characters meet 


in the end, though the ways which lead to it may apparently 


differ. Chriſt is not the ſalvation of any. But, before I proceed, 
permit me again to obſerve, That truth is ſelf-conſiſtent, and that 
one part of ſcripture never contradicts another. With this remark 


in mind you will ſee that the general ranſom is contrary 


1. To the genuine ſenſe of ſcripture on the ſubjeR of ſalvation. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt made ſatisfaction to the juſtice of God, 
or he did not. If he did oz, then this general doctrine may be 
true, and ail the paſſages produced in the preceding letter, toge- 
ther with the reafoning upon them, muſt be Fa//e; at leaſt the 
paſſages themſelves are evidently mſunder/iood. If he did 
ſatisfy divine juftice by his obedience and death, then all for 
whom that ſatisfaction was made ft be ſaved, and no more. 

2. To ſome parts of the Saviour's own words. Before hand 
he informs us bow he will addreſs certain perſons in that day. 
Then will J profeſs unto them, I never knew you : depart from 
me ye that work iniquity. I know you not whence you are. 1 
now my ſheep, and will ſay unto them, Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. What is ſaid here, reſpecting Inowledge; 
cannot be meant of the perfection of omniſcience; becauſe, 1 


( 55 ) 


this ſenſe, he equally #nows one as another; but muſt be 
| underſtood of ſpecial knowledge, ariſing from ſovereign plea- 


ſare. Thoſe who periſh were never nun by Chriſt, as mem- 


bers of his body and as redeemed by his blood; for, had they 


ever ſtood in the relation to him of ſheep to a ſhepherd, or a 
wife to an huſband, he could not in truth have ſaid I never 

Inew you; and, not knowing them, it is not only ſafe, but 
neceſſary to conclude, that he never laid doxon bis life for them, 
T pray for them : 1 pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou haſt given me, for they are thine. For their ſakes I fſandtify 
myſelf. This is ſpoken by the God of Truth in human nature, 
in the immediate exerciſe of his office as the high-prieſt of his 
people; and by this he ſhews us that his atoning ſacrifice and 
his interceſſion were only for thoſe who were given Bim. Aaron 
never interceded but for thoſe whoſe atonement he made, be- 
cauſe the atonement was the ground of his plea. The interceſſion 


is founded, in each, on the ſacrifice offered. The ſacrifice being 


acceptable the prayer muſt prevail. And Jeſus ſays to. his Fa- 
ther, I know that thou heareſt me ahvays, Had he therefore ever 
prayed for thoſe in hell, they muſt have been delivered ; or, 
rather, they had never been there. Hence it follows, that he 
never died for that deſcription of men, 2he world, becauſe for 


them he never prayed. If the contrary be true, who can pre- 


vent the Saviour's words from being falſe ® Are not his ad vo- 
cacy and his propitiation of co-equal extent and efficacy ? 

3, To the ſtanding, deſcriptive character-of God incarnate, 
the Saviour. On the reality of this character reſts the whole 
truth of revealed religion. Tf this be not a real character, that 
is, if God manifeſt in the fleſh, be zo the Saviour, then the 


Deift is to be juſtified in rejecting a book which ſo uniformly 


aſcribes ſalvation to him, and expreſsly ſays, zeither is there 
ſabvation in any other ; for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby wwe muſt be ſaved. But, if he be the 
SAVIOUR, then both the Unitarian and the Arminian have 
oppoſed the truth. to the diſhonor of God. The one denies the 
_ atonement of Chriſt altogether, and the other holds it to be ſo 
extenfive as to be eſſectual for none, and therefore uſeleſs, On 
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this ground of reaſoning it appears that each character is 
eſtranged from the truth of God in his word. If Chriſt be the 
SAVIOUR, then ſome of the human race muſt have been ſaved 


by Bim, and by him alone, without the aſſiſtance of their own 


doings ; but, if no perſon was ever thus ſaved by him, then he 
is not the Saviour. To call him Saviour, becauſe of the doc- 
trine he preached, and becauſe he died and roſe again ſimply to 


confirm his own teſtimony—or, to fay his atonement was 


merely available to put it in the power of men to ſave them- 
febves ; is only to mock him with a title, and then inſalt him 
for wearing it. If any thing in man, or done by him, co-operates 


with the croſs of Chriſt in ſaving him ; then, that thing, be it 


what it may, is of more value in the ſight of God than the 
obedience and death of his Son ; becauſe, without it, the man 
could not be ſaved. But, can any man that fears God, ſuppoſe 
that his faith, repentance, love or obedience, add efficiency to 
the ſatisfaction of Chriſt ! or, that his repentance and good 
works are ſufficient to ſave him without the ſatisfaction of 
Chrift! And yet, however replete the thought may be with 
unbelief, with pride and ſelf-importance, there is no poſſible 
alternative, if the Son of God be not the oy Saviour of ſin- 
ners! It is awful arrogance indeed to ſet up our performances 
either as co-adjutors or ſubſtitutes with Chriſt in the work of 
falvation ; and muſt eventually leave the man without excuſe 
in the preſence of that God, whoſe frown is death, and whoſe 
judgment is truth. To ſuch a man he ſays, I will declare thy 
righteouſneſs, and thy works, for they ſball not profit thee. But 
we know the name Jeu was given him emphatically and 
excluſrvely as the Saviouk of his people, from 1beir ſims. This 
is the genuine and deſcriptive import of his Name; and if any 
of Adam's poſterity are already entered into reſt, he does not 
wear the name in vain. TJyrael ſball be ſaved in the Lord with an 
everlaſting ſalvation. I will ſave them by the Lord their God, 
That they may obtain the ſalvation which is in Chrift Feſus, with 
eternal giory. Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own blood—to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. And they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, thou wwaſt foam, 
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and haft redeemdtl us to God by thy blood, our or every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation, Had he not ſaved them 
from their fins, he had not ſaved them at all; but, being 


| waſted in his blood and redeemed to God, they are before the 


throne, and celebrate his praiſe in eternal glory. If this be the 
language of Divine Truth, then ſome of the fallen ſons of 
men are ſaved by the Lord their God in human nature; and 
conſequently exalt his love in their never ending ſong. HE was 
their Saviour, and his name alone receives the praiſe. But this 
cannot be the ſong of the Unitarian, who denies his atonement ; 
nor can it be ſung by the Arminian, who afferts his atonement 
to be as truly made for thoſe in hell as for thoſe in heaven; 
becauſe, in that caſe, thoſe in heaven muſt attribute their ſal - 
vation to ſomething elſe, and not to the blood of the Lamb. 
For, if he died alike for both, the one can be no more indebted 
to him than the other; nor can he, for that reaſon, deſerve 
the character of the Saviour of either, 

4. To the relative characters of the ſaved. That there are 
peculiar relative characters found in the word of truth, muſt 
be obvious to the moſt inattentive reader; and they muſt either 


have a diſtinguiſhed excluſive meaning, or no meaning at all. 


If they have no meaning, then a great part of the bible is uſeleſs. 
If they have any meaning, it muſt be to certify us, that the 


relative flate of thoſe people towards God, is as diſcriminating 


as their relative characters: and, if fo, then the Saviour yielded 
not his life for all alike, What is univerſal and promiſcuous 
needs no particular expreſſions to confirm or deſcribe it; but 
where ſuch peculiar language is uſed, by the Spirit of Truth, 
an exception muſt doubtleſs be intended, In the ſcriptures we 
have the ſubſequent language. His, my, thy people. His ſeed; 


bis and my ſheep. The ele@t; the children of God. Heirs of 


God, and Heirs of ſalvation, to which they were choſen; and 


beirs of glory. Believers, and ſuch as believe to the ſalvation of 


the ſoul. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. The body, the ſpouſe of Chriſt, of which he is the Bead, 
the huſband, and the Saviour. The people of God; a peculiar 
people; the Lord's portion is is people Bis inheritance— And, 
Iſrael my glory. Theſe expreſſions are appropriate to one and 
the ſame number of perſons without the poſſibility of variation 
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whoſe cauſe the Son of God eſpouſed, whole redemption he 
obtained, and whoſe final glory is ſecure in his hands, For 
them, as a forerunner, he is entered within the vail ; and, 
becauſe he lives, they all live alſo. Theſe deſcriptive cha- 
raters, however frequently uſed by the inſpired writers, are 
both deceiving and abſurd, if Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for 
thoſe who periſh, as he did for thoſe who are ſaved, The 
terms All, World, and ſuch like, when uſed of the death of 
Chriſt in relation to the redeemed, will eafily comport with 
theſe deſcriptive characters, but not vice verſa ; becauſe both 


fides of a contradiction cannot be true. And the expreſſions 
whoſoever, whoſoever will, and ſuch as are fimilar, are inſerted | 


wiſely and graciouſly. Wiſely; becauſe the unbelieving op- 
poſer is left 2v:thort excuſe, Graciouſly ; becauſe hereby the 
ſenfible, periſhing finner is encouraged to receive the word, 


and truſt in the name, of the Lord his God. 
5. To the divine prerogative and perfections. In contem- 


plating the glorious Goo, the firſt thought that ſtrikes a modeſt 
mind is this—That he poſſeſſes an independent, indiſputable 
zight to diſpoſe of his creatures as ſeemeth good in his fight, 
An earthly potter claims, and without control exerts, a fimilar 
prerogative over his clay. This ſupreme prerogative the. Moſt 
High has ever exerciſed, without injury, without znrightcouſncſs, 
towards angels and men. Some angels were choſen, and are 
holy ſtil}. Some ſinned, and are Joſt for ever. From Abel to 
the preſent hour, he ſeparates the veſſels of mercy to know 
his name, and to rejoice in his ſalvation. And what creature 
would impeach his conduct, or ſay to him, bat dbeſi thou ? 


He that reproveth God, let him anſwer it. Some of the human 


race were predęſtinated to the adoption of children—to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son — to be called to be juſtified, 
and glorified. They were appointed to obtain ſalvation by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and have a kingdom appointed to them by 
Covenant ; for they have an everlaſting covenant made with 
them, ordered in all things and ſure; of which covenant 
Chriſt is the Meſſenger and the Mediator, and his blood is the 
ratification of it to the glory of God. And not only ſo, but 
according to this determinate counſel and foreknowledge ; even 
Chriſt himſelf was delivered into wicked hands to be erucified 


e EY 


6 


and flain, when he died a ſacrifice for the fins of his people. 


The Lord #nowerth them that are his. The Lord new, both 


from the mutability of the creature, and from his own deſign, 
that man would fin and many of his poſterity. periſh ; and, 
would he give his Son for thoſe whom he knew would never 
hear of him, nor be faved by him? To what purpoſe ? What 
wiſdom to pay a ranſom for thoſe it was certain would die in 
flavery ? What appearance of truth is there, in promiſing the 
Saviour that he ſhould ſee his feed, and that the pleaſure of the 
Lord ſhould proſper in his hand, when numberleſs finners 
periſh for ever ? What jz/tice to Chriſt, or to ſinners, to puniſh 
their tranſgreſſions both in im and in zhem? How could the 
Father expreſs his /we to Chriſt, in putting his ſoul to grief 


for thoſe who bare their own fin? Or, how could Chrift 


profeſs he loved ſuch as die in fin, by giving his life for them, 
when he ſuffered them to periſh ? Thoſe who hold the general 
ranſom ſhould ſerioufly attend to theſe important queries, for 
the honor of God is very deeply concerned in them ! Better for 
all the men upon earth to confeſs their error, than diſhonor 
the character of God. > | 

6. To the defgn and work of the Holy Spirit. All the work 
of God is the effect of previous purpoſe; and ſo is his not 
working. If the Lord of glory died for every child of Adam, 
why is not the goſpel of ſalvation heard and received by every 
one? Why ſo many left ⁊uitlout it; and why ſo many ſuffered 
to oppoſe it? How can they believe in him, of whom they have 


not heard ? And how can they hear without a preacher ? And 


how can they preach except they be ſent? not of men, but 
of God the Spirit. He muſt ſend and ſucceed the goſpel, or 


Chriſt will never be known to ſalvation. May his bleſſing : 


eminently reſt on the preſent ſocial attempts for diffuſing the 
knowledge of his word! Thy people ſbull be willing in the day 
of thy power, If the atonement of Chriſt was meant for all 
mankind, it ſeems more than ſtrange in the divine conduct 
that he ſhould withhold the bible from ſo great a part of the 
habitable globe! And ſtranger ſtill, that he does not make it 
his power to ſalyation, to every one that reads or hears it! 
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So ſtrange, that no reaſon can be rendered for it, that is worthy 
of God, For, were it his pleaſure to ſend it to every clime, 
who could prevent? Is not Bis ⁊ui done in the army of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ? Can any ſtay 
tus hand Shall Sis word return to him void, and not accom- 
pliſh 4zs pleaſure, or not proſper in the thing whereto þe ent 
i# And, if he meant to /ave every one of mankind, who was 
to defeat his purpoſe ? IT will work, and who ſhall let it? is 
Jehovah's language; and who will venture to diſpute its truth: 
When Paul therefore ſays, 2vho9 ⁊uill have all men to be ſued, 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth; we muſt underſtand 
him diſeributively, and not individually; becauſe, this is con- 
trary to ſcripture and to fact, but that is confirmed by both : 
ſeeing men of all civil deſcriptions have been effectually taught 
the truth, and have been ſaved with an eternal ſalvation. It 
is the gracious work of the adorable ſpirit to g/>rify Chrift in 
the boſom of every redeemed finner ; and, it the Saviour died 
alike intentionally for all, it would be z7jzf# to make a differ- 
ence in any; for all the benefits of his croſs o/gh: to be 
imparted to all thoſe for whom he obeyed and died. Are faith 
and repentance, hope and love, the fruits of his death? Then 
they are the. unalienable 7ight of all mankind, if he gave 
himſelf a ranſom for all; and Jehovah's conduct cannot be 
juſtified in withholding them. Chriſt is precious to them that 
believe, and faith is the gift and operation of God, in conſequence 
of eletion—it is the fruit, not of the law of nature, but of the 
covenant of grace. Repentance and forgiveneſs are granted by 
an aſcended Saviour; and auiſdum is juſtified of all Ber children. 

In gracions experience Paul ſhall ſpeak for all the family; for 
all are of one mind. Vo maketh thee to differ from awother * 
What haft thou that thou didſt not receive? By the grace of God 
Tam what I am. He glorified the Father for revealing his Son 
in him. He magnified the Son for loving and giving himſelf for 
him. And he praiſed the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of wiſdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Jeſus Chrift—Attributing 
the difference he felt, and the hopes he entertained, to the gra 
of God. But, according to the Arminian, ſuch language can 


6 


have no meaning; it muſt be a deception; becauſe, if Chriſt 
loved and died for all alike, then Paul was no more indebted 
to him than the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrha, who now 

ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire. If the general ranſom be true, 
then the difference between one finner and another, both here 
and hereafter, muſt be entirely of himſelf; ſeeing the croſs of 
Chriſt, on this ſuppoſition, both in the will of God and in fact, 
extends to all alike : that is, it is She meritorious cauſe ſalva- 
tion to none. Has any finner a new heart 3 He muſt work it, 
or produce it himſelf. Is any finner pardoned and juſtified ? He 
muſt deſerve it himſelf. Is any man in glory at laſt ? It muſt be 
the reward of his own goodneſs and obedience. And, if ſo, then 


indeed the croſs of Chriſt is become of none effect, and I might as 


well believe with the Un:tar:an and the Deiſt as with the Armi- 
nian; for all agree to ſet at nought the ſacrifice of the Son of 
God, and venture into the preſence of their, final Judge, relying 
on their own intentions and doings for acceptance in his fight: 
A demonſtration this, that they are ot taught of God : for, had 
they heard and learnt of him, and were God their Father, they 
would have loved Jeſus Chriſt, and come to Bi for pardon and 
peace, for righteouſneſs and life, and for all the bleſſings of 
grace and ſalvation. They would have read, and they would 
have believed, the infallible teſtimony ſo often repeated. That 
by the deeds of the Iaw ſhall no fleſb be juſtified in his fight. Here 
you ſee, that while there is dine truth in the word of God 
while the great Jehovah exerciſes his ſovereign prerogative, and 
regards the diſplay of his perfe&ions—and while the operations 
of the Holy Spirit are known to be facts in the boſoms of men; 
the characters before us, as ſuch, can have no ground for their 
hope, that will ſtand them in ſtead, in the day of the Lord. 
The ſelf- adulation of man, and the deceit of the human heart, 
cannot be conceived ! Men will believe themſelves; they will 
believe the father of lies; but will not believe the fountain of 


truth! All oppoſition to him ariſes from diſbelief of the divine 


character, as given in the ſacred page ar hence men will not 
receive his teſtimony, till they ſee him come in the clouds of 
heaven. And then he will ſay, Bring hither mine enemies, ꝛulo 
wauld ot that 1 fbould reign over them, and lay them before me. 
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The goſpel has always been eſteemed glad ridings, becauſe it 
reveals a free and full ſalvation for the chief of ſinners. It 
ſhews us that there is more efficacy in the blood of Chriſt to 
pardon and cleanſe, than there is malignity or demerit in fin 
to condemn ; or none could be ſaved. This gracious truth has 
healed a wounded conſcience, cheered a diſconſolate mind, 
and made terrific death a welcome friend, for thouſands of 
thouſands. But, after all, if the bible be not of God; if the 
ſatisfaction of Chriſt be not a revealed truth; or, if he ſhed his 
blood for thoſe in hell; then, the whole is a dream—a delufion. 
The burdened finner is diſcouraged; for there is no hope. The 
joyful ſaint is deceived; for it is all a fiction. But, my friend 
has not /o /carned Chrift. No, nor any other, who have heard 
him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jeſus. 

I] am, &c. 


P. S. (A) p. 54. Since this was written, I have feen The general 
Baptiſt Aſſociation Letter for 1796; where this general doctrine is pro- 
feſledly taught. There is one thought in it, on which the whole ſeems 
to reſt; but a thought more fallacious and dangerous is ſeldom found: 
I mean that of inſrential reaſoning. To deny the validity of reaſoning 
from ** znference,” as Mr. Taylor is willing to do, p. 7. 8, is, at once, 
to give up the bible itſelf: for, where is the man to whom any part of 
it was firſt revealed? How comes the rational underſtanding to receive 
it as the word of God? By *« inference,” from the evidence of its di- 
vine original. How is the gracious man ſatisfied that it is from Heaven? 
By inf rence, “ from its effect in experience. To “ vindicate a doc- 
trine by inferenceꝰ therefore, is ſo far from being unfair or unjuſt, that 
it is, in fa, the moſt convincing, and the moſt ſatisfactory mode of 
reaſoning on this ſubjett, which can be adopted. You can apply it in 
various caſes, for Mr. T. but this one may ſuffice for the preſent. Were 
Mr. T. aware of the-evil but neceſſary conſequences of his poſition, he 
would renounce it with abhorrence, and name it no more for ever. It 
is ſaid, p. 12, that „ circumſtances ought to be very ſtriking, and in- 
ferences very ſtrong and obvious, to juſtifyꝰ particular redemption. 
They are ſo © ſtrong and ſtriking,” that no man can either harmonize 
the ſcriptures—defend the divine character and perfections—or vindi- 
cate the conduct of God to men; by whom the contrary is received. 
But of this you will judge for yourſelf, by the thoughts which are non 
before you. The whole compals of the ſubject ſhould be carefully con · 
| fidered, its importance duly: regarded, and its conſequences ſeriouſſ 
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weighed, with a ſingle eye to the divine glory, before we aſſert that God 
gave bis Son to die for the ſins of thoſe who periſh, Of what avail is 
it to pleaſe ourſelves at the expence of Dzvine Truth ] | 

A certain perſon, when ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays, „ I have no more 
« doubt of his taſting death for every child of Adam, than I have of 
« my own exiſtence.” And yet, concerning the Deiſt, he has theſe 
words, I demand, how ſhall he know whether he is an heir of glory, 
« gr a loſt ſinner ?** See Armin. Magaz. Feb. 1797, p. 53. 59. This 
« demand?” is ealily anſwered ; becauſe the Deiſt has nothing to do, 
but to prove himſelf a © child of Adam:“ for all thoſe for whom 
Chriſt taſted death, or endured the curſe of the law, have the ſling of 


death taken away, and can never come into condemnation, but maſt be 


ſafely conducted to glory. And it is to be obſerved, that ſuch perfons 
are © heirs of glory,” becauſe none but the ſons of God are brought by 
the captain of their ſalvation, to eternal bleſſedneſs. Heb. ii. 10. Some- 
times we ** doubt”? leaſt, where we have the greateſt reaſon for further 
enquiry ; and our confident aſſurance only betrays our weakneſs. Per- 
haps this writer may not ſee the truth of this obſervation ; becauſe his 
© exiſtence”? cannot be made plainer than it is; but, that Chriſt . taſted 
death for every child of Adam,” is not only not quite ſo evident, but 
it has every argument founded on the glory of God, ready to oppoſe 
and refute the aſſertion. Dr. Owen ſays, «© To affirm that Chriſt died 
for all men, is the readieſt way to prove he died for no man, in the 


*« ſenfe chriſtians have hitherto believed, and to hurry poor fouls into 


the bottom of Socinian blaſphemies.”: See his Death of Chrifh, p. 166. 


* 


2 


LETTER VIII. 


Deax Sin, 


However excellent and bleſſed the life of innocence might 
be, yet a believer's life in Chriſt, is more exalted and glorious. 


That was derived from the God of his being, and belonged to 
his nature as a holy creature: This proceeds from a covenant | 
Father, and is the fruit and effe& of ſovereign favor. Adam's 
neſcience of it was neither his pain nor his crime. As he knew | 


not its happineſs, ſo neither was he obliged to exerciſe its 
Sraces. This life Was provided for the family, and ſecured in 
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the hands of Chriſt, before Adam had a being; though not 


independent of his exiſtence. Hence they were bleſſed, with 


all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, Zefore the foundation of the 
world. And in time they are ſaved, and called with an holy 
calling, not according to their works, but according to bis mw; 
Prerpoſe and grace, which was given them in Chriſt Jeſus, Lf; 
the world began. By this divine teſtimony J learn, that the 
life of the believer in Chriſt, differs from that of Adam, in its 


original and end, as well as its ſubjects. His was the life of 
the man, as ſuch, and was common to his zazure- this is peculiar 


to children by adoption, and defigned for the praiſe of glorious 
grace. This being the caſe, ſuppoſing Adam had never finned, 
J fee no reaſon to conclude, that either himſelf or his poſterity, 
would ever have enjoyed the believer's life in Chriſt. As the 
Zady of innocent Adam was not ſpiritual, like the raiſed bodies 
of the ſaints, ſo his ſoul had neither ſuch views nor enjoyment 
of God as the believer has, either on earth or in heaven. By 
this you perceive that, when Adam fell, he did not forfeit the 
Jove of God in Chrift, for he knew it not; he did not loſe com. 
munion with the God of grace, becauſe he had not enjoyed it: 
and, therefore it follows, by a very obvious inference, that the 
law of nature can exerciſe no-authority, either by precept or 
penalty, with reſpe& to the covenant of grace. Nor was he, 
by tranſgreſſion, deprived of his rational powers; for ſtill 


he is an intelligent being, and voluntary agent. In the choice 


of iniquity, he fell from his uprightneſs, and became an apoſ- 
tate; renounced his Maker, and ſet up Self for his All; loſt 
fellowſhip with God, and ſought happineſs in the creature. 
Original righteouſneſs fled, and depravity in all its powers pre- 
vailed. Inſtead of love to God, enmity ; and for ſubjection, 
rebellion ; obtained in the mind. Here you read his crime, 


and his ruin. 


Nevertheleſs, however alienated from the life of God, the 


mind of man may be, through the ignorance that is in him; 


yet his conſcience n bear witneſs to the moral government 
of God; he cannot elude the power of its evidence. His guilty 
fears atteſt his being a moral agent; and his various devices to 


F. 
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quiet them, ſhew his ignorance of God, and enn againſt 
him. If © the Spirit of Chrift was in every man,” or if the great 
God beſtowed © his grace on every man;” (A) then, according 
to the truth of ſcripture, and the deſign of God, every man 
our Jove Chriſt, and every man MUST be ſaved. But we 


ſee not this come to paſs; and, therefore, though theſe ex- 


preſſions may confirm my obſervation reſpecting natural conſci- 
ence, yet they are not divine truth ; for every truth of God in 
his 4word, is eventually fulfilled by his Band. Though the 
Arminian may adopt different expreſſions from the Unitarian 
and the Dei, yet, if his creed and experience agree, he no more 
depends on the blood and obedience of Chriſt for ſalvation than 
they; ſeeing all expect the favor of God for their own per- 
formances. And this is a proof that they look to Adam's cove- 
nant for happineſs, and in reality reje& the covenant of grace. 
This conduct is the genuine offspring of anbeliæef and natural 


conſcience united. The man naturally fears miſery, deſires exemp- 


tion from it, and flatters himſelf that, by doing what he chooſes, 


he ſhall obtain his end; but not in God's way, nor to the 


honor of his grace. Though theſe rec characters may differ 


in name, between themſelves, and may ſeem to take a differ- 


ent road; yet they all unite in oppoſing, not merely the glo- 
rious goſpel, but likewiſe the grand deſign of God in his /aw. 
They are truly Antinomians. For, if they ever enjoy the ſmiles 
of a holy and righteous God, by virtue of their own doings, 
in whole, or in part, not only the glory of the divine law- 

giver, may, but muſt fink into utter contempt and oblivion. 
But, let God be true, and every man a hiar. I uſe the term An- 
tinomian here for this only reaſon; becauſe it is demonſtrable, that 


thoſe who expect eternal happineſs from a righteous God, and 


yet deny, or explain away the ſatisfaction of Chriſt, diſcover 


no regard to the honour of the divine law. And, as though 
they partly perceived the odium of the name, they freely be- 


ſtow it on thoſe to whom it can never belong ; for the proper 


defenders of divine ſatisfaction, are the only friends of the 
divine law, on the face of the earth. I faid proper defenders, . 
becauſe thoſe who profeſs to receive the goſpe), and yet deny f 
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the obligations of the believer to regard the la, as a rule of 
moral conduct, appear to me to oppoſe the truth, It iz 
ſaid, that Chriſt has ſuffered the penalty of the law, in the 
room and ſtead of his people that he has obeyed its precepts to 
their juſtification—and this is truth, as above obſerved; truth 
in which alone I can reſt and rejoice—the people of God are 
freed from the law, in its federal form, by the body of  Chrift. 
but, from thence to infer, © That a believer has nothing to do 
with the law,” whether the ſentiment be reduced to practice 
or not, I conſider as oppoſing, and not defending, the truth of 
God. I do not ſay the law of nature is the rule of a believer's 
life of faith on the Son of God the Saviour, becauſe it neither 


| reveals the object of his faith, nor affords him ſtrength to exer- 


ciſe it ; but I receive it as the rule of his.moral deportment as 
the creature of God, which relation is not diſſolved by his 
being a believer in Chriſt. - You ſee a manifeſt difference be- 
tween the law gendering bondage as a covenant of works, and 
directing our conduct in the hand of Chriſt to his own glory. 
I am now ſpeaking of it in the /a/t ſenſe, and not the ,. 
Here obſerve, that the goſpel is not a rule of obedience: if 
it were, it muſt enjoin perfect and finleſs obedience, or the 
contrary, That the holy and bleſſed God ſhould command 
imperfect obedience, is a thought too abſurd for any man that 
fears God to maintain : and, if the /ame obedience be enjoined 
by the goſpel as by the law, then /aw and goſpel are in yain 
diſtinguiſhed, ſeeing both are of fimilar import. If men are 


te condemmed by the goſpel,” then it muſt be a law itſelf, And, 


if ſo, how are men to fear and Fnow the ſalvation of God! 


How can it be glad zidings! How can the wounded be healed, 
and the periſhing ſaved | Doth a fountain ſend forth at the fame 


place feweet Water and bitter | Can the goſpel be a joyful ſound, 
and the voice of condemnation too? I trow not. This is con- 
founding things that differ. The goſpel d. ſpenſation no more 
precludes the alarming thunders of the law, than what is cal- 


led. the legal. di di iſpenſation excluded the experimental knowledge 
of the goſpel; for both haye exiſted together, in their diſtinct 
intentions and operations, ever fince the introduction of fin; 


and * continue to do ſo till the end of time. I think wy gd 


C/ ‚˖ 


is to be juſtified i in ſaying, © That the 1 of grace ne 
« be referred to the goſpel, but all injunctions of duty, and all - 
« threatenings againſt tranſgreſſions, to the /aw.” The truth 
is, the goſpel is a full and glorious revelation of the grace and 
ſalvation of God to /inners, while the law is the only rule of 
obedience to his creatures. And though the children of God 
are delivered from it, as a covenant of works, yet they are 
ſtill to regard it, as a rule of moral action, conſidered as crea- 
ſures : both becauſe it is a rule of obedience independent of its 
federal conſtitution ; and becauſe, they do not ceaſe to be 
creatures by being children. The adorable Creator neither relin- 
quithes nor eclipſes his native beauties and glories : nor is he 
the leſs deſerving their ſupreme affection and delight for his 
own ſake; on account of his being their Father in Chriſt Jeſus, 
The reverſe of all this is the truth. And is any man leſs a be- 
liever's nezghbour, becauſe he may not be a partaker of the ſame 
grace with himſelf ? Is he not to be /oved and his welfare ſought, 
becauſe he is fill in a ſtate of nature? And, is not the moral 
law, the ſole ſtandard of all morality ? If not, what is? But, 
if it ze, then giving up the law, in this view, is renouncing 
all morality. It is an old, true ſaying, There may be moral- 
* ity, without chriſtianity ; but there is no chriſtianity without 
© morality.” If a believer in Chriſt © has notbing to do with 
the law,” then 
He is raiſed above the capacity of ſinning; for, where there 
5 10 law, there is no tranſgreſſion. Sin is ſaid to be avon. Any 
want of conformity to, or tranſgreſſion of, the law of God.” 
That law of which I am now ſpeaking. If, therefore, a gra- 
cious man, by virtue of being ſuch, be raiſed aboye its cogni- 
Lance, he cannot, for that reaſon, be the ſubject of fin or diſ- 
obedience, All his thoughts, words, and actions, muft be 
acceptable in the fight of God. Some of them, indeed, may 
prove diſagreeable to ſociety, in various reſpects, both as to 
perſon and property; but they cannot be moral evils ; becauſe. 
the law, the oxy rule of moral conduct, does not, by the ſup- 
poſition before us, extend to the believer; and, tb 
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plemed; which would have been quite ſuperfluous and unmean- 


On this ſubject the Spirit of truth is not filent to his diſciples, 


( 68 ) 


cannot affect his moral character. The fact is, he can have no 
moral character to be affected; for, if the rule be ſuperſeded, 
the character ſuppoſed to be meaſured by it, muſt ceaſe with it, 
So that while he is in a ſtate of nature, he has a moral charac- 
ter; but when he is called by the grace of God, he has none. 
This is the natural and neceſſary conſequence of the believers 
exemption from regarding the law as a rule of action. 
David was a man after God's own heart; and yet, in the mat- 
ter of Uriah, his conduct not merely affected the good of ſociety, 
but made the enemies of God to Slaſpbeme. Both according to 
Nathan's meſſage, and his own confeſſion, it was manifeſtly 
ſinful in the ſight of God. And which, for that reaſon, is a 
fall proof that the believer is 20 delivered from the law, as a 
rule of moral character; for, if it extend to one part of his cha- 
racter, it does to the whole; and, if not to the whole, then of 
courſe to none. And Paul exhorts believers ſo to conduct them 
ſelves as that the name of God, and his doctrine, be not 37 


g, had the law taken no cognizance of their deportment, 


Of Individuals Let every one that nameth the name of Chriji 
depart from iniquity. And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, wherely 
ye are ſealed unto the day of redemption, In natural and civil 
Society—Parents and children; maſters and ſervants ; are di- 
rected to regard their moral obligations to each other. And, 
at large All things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do ti 
you, do ye even fo to them. The defign of which is, that we may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. In chu 
relation any man that is called a brother, be a fornicator, o. 
covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extor- 
tioner, with ſuch an one, no, not to eat, And in gracious expert 
ence——T here is not a juft man upon earth, that doth good and 
foneth not. Not at firſt converſion only, but in after life alſo, 
by the law is the knowledge of fin. Great Paul ſays of himſelf, 
when I would do good, evil is preſent with me. And John too, 
F ue ſay that we have no fin, wwe deceive ourſebves, and the truth 
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% not inus. With which agrees the experience of every gra- 
eious man in the world; and to whom, for this reaſon, a 
righteous advocate before the throne, is a daily unſpeakable 
bleſſing. The apoſtle obſerves, not to encourage lin, but to 
relieve the mind that is burthened with it, 1F any man fin, xe 
have an advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous. Now 
the perſon that has no fin, can neither need nor prize, in daily 
experience, the advocacy of Chriſt but that perſon can have 
no fin, who is exempted from all the cognizance of the law 
and, therefore, if a believer © has nothing to do with the law,” 
then he has no need of the advocacy of Chriſt. Where there 
P no wound, hozw can there be healing? Where there is no 
ſenſe of guilt, what need of the freſh diſcovery of pardon ? 
But, how contrary is ſuch a thought, to the word of truth; 
and to the univerſal experience of God's people ? The grace of 
God, that bringeth ſalvation to the finner, teacheth him to deny 
ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly, in this preſent world. What thall we call ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, but violations of the holy law of God? And, there- 
fore, the grace of God, which appears in his ſalvation, teaches 
the believer to avoid them; and, at the ſame time, holds up 
motives, and affords him ſtrength, for the oppoſite conduct, that 
the name of God may be glorified. Mr. Brine ſays, © Holineſs, 
in general, is a ſubmiſſion to God's authority in the Law; 
or, an approbation of the commanding will of God. And this 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes a ſubjection to his authority in every branch 
* of duty. Grace only qualifies a perſon for performing holy, 
acceptable, and evange/ica/ obedience. The matter of bis 
* obedience is indeed contained in the law, if not formally, yet 
H radically; but the motives to it, and the ends of it, are ſuch as 
* the law is unacquainted with, and gives us no directions about.” 
See his Var. Sub. p. 41, 43, Edit. 2d. The obligations of a 
creature, to love and glorify God, are ſo far from being done 
away by divine grace given him, that they are more abundantly 
increaſed and confirmed by ſuch a diſtinguiſhing favor conferred 
upon him. And, being conſtrained by the love of Chriſt, the 
truly gracious man ſincerely deſires to walk worthy of God, who 
has called him to bis kingdom and glory, If the bible be a con» 
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fiſtent book, according to my ruling maxim, then it follow, 
that, thongh Chriſt has ſatisfied all the claims of the law for 
his people, as a covenant of works, yet he has left it for them as 
a rule of moral deportment. He is not the miniſter of fin : which 
would be the fact, had he rendered them /azvleſs towards God. (s) 

Lou may call this a digreſſion, if you pleaſe: only permit me 
to repeat my foregoing declaration. The proper defenders of 
divine ſatisfaction are the only friends of the divine law on the 


face of the earth. When the Moſt High inſtituted his law, the 


law of nature, he defigned to have it fulfilled to perfection; 
which yet never was, and never can be performed, but by our 


glorious Immanuel. He magnified it, and made it horrable: 


that is, by his finleſs obedience and atoning death, being God 
manifeſt in the fleſh, he ſhed ſuch a luſtre and beauty upon it, 


and gave ſuch teſtimony to its eſſential purity and truth, to the 


eternal glory of the Lawgiver, as could not poſſibly have reſulted 
from the unfinning obedience of angels and men for ever. I ſee 


a grand and beautiful whole, worthy of the divine character, in 


that ſcheme which comprizes, in the moſt delightful harmony, 


all the excellencies of his moral government, and the fulleſt diſ- 


plays of bis ſovereign grace. His government is in no meaſure 
ſuperſeded by the. bequeſts of his gracious favor ; for grace 


| always gives him the honor of being both a ju God, and yet 


a Saviour. This magnificent object; this wonderful deſign of 
the divine wiſdom and will; I would were beheld by thoſe 
around, to the glory of God. The reſult of the eternal counſel, 


and the invariable operations of omnipotence to accompliſh it, 


cannot be conſidered with impunity, as empty ſpeculation.” 


That which has ever employed the thought of God as his alli. 
mate end, muſt ſurely deſerve the beſt affections of his intelligent 
creatures: and, as this admirable theme employs and fills the 
ſang of the blefſed, ſome gracious knowledge of it is neceſſary 


for us, if ever we join them. Vea, it is deſirable to have the 


mind enlarged with a view of its reality and importance day by 


day; that we may not, on the one hand, be children in under- 
ſtanding; and that we may, on the other, be growing up into 
Em who i is head © overall —_ to his church. 1 conchide for 
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myſelf, from the evidence adduced, either that the whole plan 
of infinite wiſdom muſt fail, and his nature be changed; or the 
man muſt eternally periſh who rejects the croſs of Chriſt for 
ſalvation, and truſts his own performance and goedneſs for 
happineſs at laſt. Muſt not that man have awfully proud con- 
ceptions of his own importance and worth, and miſerably mean 
apprehenſions of the Moſt High, who can ſuppoſe his doings 
deſerve any favor froiu the everlaſting God] The greateſt mere 
man that ever lived; the Apoſtle Paul, after a life the moſt 
indefatigable in the work of God, and the moſt extenſively 
uſeful, freely uttered, from the fulneſs of his heart, this con- 
feſſion, I AM NOTHING | let us each repeat it, to the glory of 
ſovereign grace, I am nothing. i 
In this compendious manner I have endeavoured to epitomize 
a large and copious ſuhject, Divine Truth. If any part ſhall 
need enlargement or illuſtration, in your opinion, your requeſt 
will be a command that ſhall be cheerfully regarded, as the 
Lord ſhall favor me with ability and opportunity. In the mean 
time I remain ' | Dear Sir, Fo 
CryarD, April, 1797. Yours, 
ETY S. ROWLES. 
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Fe S. (C) p:.65. Ihe Spirit of Chriſt in every man.“. The 
© grace of God beſtowed on every man.” Though theſe expreſſions bear 
a verbal difference, and proceed from different denominations of pro- 
teſſed-chriſtians ; yet they terminate in the ſame principle. A princi- 
pls utterly ſubverſive of the word of truth, and directly annuls the ſatis- 
faction of Chriſt, and the work of the Spirit. All men have not faith.” 
Ve muſt be born again. Can a man have the grace of God, and yet not 


have faith, nor be born again? Impoſſible. All men, therefore, have 


not the grace of God. And Paul lays, Hany man have not the ſpirit - 
of Chriſt, he is none of his. Would this aſſertion be worthy of an in- 
ſpired writer, would it be even plain ſenſe, if every man had the 
Spirit of Chriſt ? It would not. Yea, ye are not inthe fleſh, but in the 
Spirit, if the Spirit of | Chrift dwell in you. Here are two contraſted 
charafters ; the one has the Spirit of Chriſt, the other has not; and 
therefore it follows, either that the apoſtle knew not what he ſaid, or 
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final ſafety, be would ſin without control. 


(68 
that every man has not the Spirit of Chriſt, Of courſe it is in vain 1, 
exhort the carnal mind to zmprove the grace of God, and to follow the 
Spirit of Chriſt in him, for the whole proceeds on a deceived, ſelf. 
righteous diſpoſition ; and conſequently, unleſs he be brought to knoy 
the grace of Ged in truth, he cannot ſtand before him in judgment, 
When a finner is regenerated by the holy Spirit, he is not grafted on 


the old ſtock, . nor is fallen © human nature amended;“ but he is quick. 


ened together with Chrift, by virtue of previous union to him. A life 
is implanted in him which was not only ur knoun before to himſelf, but 
which even his innocent father Adam never knew; namely, 4 life of 
Faith on the Son of God, who is the ground of his acceptance with God, 
and his ſalvation for ever. A life which has all its ſupply and ſupport 
from the fulneſs of Chriſt, to the glory of God. Hence it is called a 
new creation. When this change takes place the grace of God is known 
by the man, the Spirit of Chriſt is in him ; but, not till then. The only 


wiſh of natural conſcience is exemption from guilty fears; for che glory 


of God makes no part of his concern. Could he but be perſuaded of 


Fear of puniſhment, and 
hope of gaining the divine favor, make up the whole of his religion: 
which is an evident proof that he never knew * the grace of God,” and 
that he has not the ſpirit of Chriſt.” 

(B) p. 70. „Ihe law, from the moment of cloſing wa Chill, 
<< {}ands as the great rule of our practical walk and converſation: ſeeing 


a true believer is not without law, (av9u©» a lawleſs perſon.) to Get, | 


«© but is S ©», within the bond of the law to Chriſt : not exempted 
from its control, as the ſtandard of moral action; though delivered 
from its power and exccration, as a covenant of works.” Toplady's 
Serm. entitled Caveat, &c. p. 12. 47. Ed. 1770, © I ſpeak not againſt 


the doing any righteouſneſs according to the will of God revealed; 


et that mouth be for ever ſtopped, that ſhall be opened co blame the 
law that is holy, juſt and good; or ſhall be a means to diſcourage 
people from walking in the commandments of God blameleſs. The 
rules and precepts of the law are very ſubſervient unto Chriſt, as they 
u dorn the life with a converſation befeeming a companion of Chiiſt, 
«who calls us not unto uncleanneſs, but to holineſs. Now had we 
* not directions from the law, men would live as they liſt; chriſtians 
% would be rather monſters than men; the law, in the rules of it, being 
holy and good, maintain a port befitting our communion with Chriſt,” 


- Criſ#*s Serm. vol. i, p. 232. vol; ii. p. 638. 630. Ed. 1791. J 


A deny that the law is a rule of conduct to chriſtians, is an heretical pin. ; 


"> 
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« ciple. This is the hereſy of the Antinomians and Libertines. In order 
to prevent an abuſe of goſpel doctrines, it is 2 duty incumbent on the 
44 minifter to ſhew, that theſe doctrines of divine grace do not leſſon, 

« much leſs diſſolve, our obligation to obedience : and, conſequently, 

« one neceſſary branch of his work is, to treat on practicals, and to 
% ſhew that the goſpel has no greater adverſaries than thoſe are, who, 
i under a pretence of value for its momentous doctrines, and of plea- 
© fare in hearing them preached, cannot bear with exhortations te 
practice duty. Thoſe are ſome of the worſe enemies of the croſs of 
« Chriſt, and juſtly deſerve the moſt ſevere reproof, let them be who or 
« what they may. Dodtrines are not to be neglected or curtailed under 
« the ſpeczous pretence of promoting practical religion: nor muſt we 
decline to treat of duties, and our obligation to obedience, under a 
like pretence of eſteem for the doctrines of the grace of God. Though 

* the goſpel delivers us from the covenant of works, it leaves us under it 
Uasa law,” Brine againſt Foſter p. 76. And his ordination charge to | 
the late Mr. Ryland, p- 32. note. Dorinal Antinomianiſm, properly 
A ſpeaking, is a denying, or ſetting aſide the law of God, as a rule of 
« ation or converſation,” Gill's Trafts. vol. ii. p. 195. 4to. 


THE END. 
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